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the  CAUSES  or  INFIDELITY  RESIOVLD. _ NO.  III. 


BY  S.  R.  SMITH. 


DOCTRINE  or  THE  TRINITY. 


!’•,  th>  J  Strange  as  the  fact  may  appear  to  some,  there  is  | 

THE  CAUSES  OF  INFIDELITY  RESiovED — NO.  III.  a  tendency  to  consistency  even  in  matters  of  reli-  I 

BY  s.  R.  SMITH.  I  gioD.  Tliis  is  demonstrated  by  the  splendid  la*  j 

—  ,  bors  and  success  of  the  reformers,  and  the  repeated  | 

DOCTRINE  or  THE  TRINITY.  attempts  at  innovvtioD  upon  antiquated  systems.  1 

It  is  far  from  being  an  agreeable  reflection,  to  ■  But  in  some  instances,  of  which  the  doctrine  | 
feel  compelled  to  grapple  with  two  adversaries  at  I:  under  consideration  furnishes  an  example,  this 
one  and  the  same  time.  Yet  there  are  connex- tendency  is  counteracted  by  special  considera* 
ions  and  relationships  of  /such  a  nature  and '  tions.  For  there  is  probably  nut  a  living  man 
character,  that  you  can  never  disagree  with  one '  who  would  be  a  trinitarian,  if  left  unmolested  to 
of  the  members,  without  involving  a  controversy  |  the  formation  of  his  own  system  of  theology — a 
with  the  whole  family.  Such  is  our  present  pre-  probable  fact,  that  would  by  no  means  diminish  j 
dicament.  There  is  an  aflinity  so  intimate,  be-  I  the  number  of  sincere  Christians.  | 

tween  the  existing  infidelity,  and  the  curru])tions  ||  But  Christian  professors,  so  far  from  being  per-  i 
of  Christianity  now  strenuously  maintained  by  ai  mitted  to  detennine  this  subject  for  themselves,  1 
large  majority  of  professing  Christians,  that  it  isji  have  in  some  sense,  been  compelled  to  adopt  that  ! 
believed  to  be  utterly  impossible  to  do  justice  to  i  doctrine,  however  revolting  to  their  reason.  The  | 
the  former,  without  giving  offence  to  the  latter.  !  strength  of  the  religious  deling  induced  them  to  ' 
It  is  matter  of  consolation,  however,  thfit  if  those  ;  make  the  profession  of  its  belief,  when  they  could  ' 
corruptions  can  be  removed,  the  skepticism  and  ^  not  reconcile  their  understandings  to  its  singular  i 
unbelief  which  have  been  built  upon  them,  will ;  absurdities.  They  were  religious  themselves,  and 
want  their  present  foundation  ;  and  many  Chris-  desired  the  communion  of  kindred  worshipfiers ; 
tians  gain  a  more  intelligible  and  consistent  faith,  and  in  order  to  obtain  this  privilege,  yielded  up 
To  aid  in  effecting  these  objects,  is  believed  to  their  ideas  of  consistency  on  the  altar  of  the 
be  worthy  of  more  exertion,  than  has,  at  all  times,  |  standard  doctrines  of  the  church.  But  there  is 
been  employed  by  those  who  have  seen  and  de-  |  every  reason  for  believing,  that  could  the  blessings 
plored  its  necessity.  |  of  social  and  Christian  fellowship  have  been  as 

A  second  reason  for  skepticism  or  infidelity,  |j  certainly  obtained  and  as  fully  enjoyed  without 
is  undoubtedly  to  be  found  in  certain  rfocfn'nr*  |  assenting  to  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity,  its  profes- 
ranked  among  the  fundamentals  of  the  Christian  ,  sion  had  never  been  made.  And  this,  without 
church.  These  are,  and  have  been  very  nearly  impeaching  the  purity  of  the  motives^  or  the  sin- 
tlie  same  for  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  centuries ;  :  cerity  of  the  profession  and  conduct  of  a  single 
whether  considered  as  appertaining  to  Catholics  i  individual  of  the  vast  multitude  of  trinitarian  wor- 
or  Protestants.  The  first  of  these  in  order  as  \  shippers. 

well  as  importance,  is  the  favorite  doctrine  of  tlie  |  We  do  not  stop  here  to  parley  with  the  unbe- 
trinity — the  actual  existence  of  three  distinct  and  1  liever,  for  flying  off  in  a  tangent  from  Christianity, 
equal  persons  in  the  Godhead.  ^  because  he  found  this  doctrine  of  the  tri-person- 

■  There  is  something  so  revolting  to  reason,  so  I  of  ‘he  Deity  in  the  hands  of  its  professors, 

repugnant  to  all  our  ideas  of  number  and  censis-  ,  present,  our  business  is  with  the  fact,  that  it 

tency,  in  this  prevailing  dogma,  that  it  is  matter  ^  considered  a  constituent  of  the  Christian  doc- 

of  wonder— not  that  so  manv,  but  that  so  few,  I  trine— why  and  how  it  has  been  transmitted  down 
comparatively,  reject  the  whole  system  of  which  I  ‘o  our  own  times,  and  what  causes  still  operate 
this  is  supposed  apart.  For  it  plainly  involves,  |  id  ifs  perpetuation.  The  same  causes,  in  general, 
not  only  the  palpable  absurdity  that  three  are  one,  ;  "'hieh  have  operated  in  the  transmission  of  this 
and  one  is  three,  but  several  others  of  similar  dogma  through  successive  ages,  for  about  fifteen 
character  and  equal  importance  to  the  simplicity  :  hundred  years,  are  yet  exerting  their  influence  in 
of  truth.  It  supposes  that  one,  separately  and  :  hs  preservation  for  some  time  to  come.  \  et  as 
individually,  is  equal  to  all  three — and  thr^e,  only  !  certainly  as  truth  is  mighty — as  that  superior 
equal  to  one.  It  also  supposes  that,  however  j  Hieans  of  investigation  prompt  their  more  effec- 
they  may  differ  from  each  other  as  individuals,  i  certain  will  the  time  come  when  it 

they  are  yet  precisely  and  eternally  alike— that  |  will  be  expunged  from  the  symbols  of  the  church ; 
though  one  may  be  a  son  and  another  a  fiither,  1  one  God,  in  one  person,  will  be  every  where 
neither  existed  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  other—  i  acknowledged  and  adored  by  the  professing  Chris- 
and  that  while  one  is  exclusively  just,  and  ano-  {  The  skepticism  to  which  it  has  given  rise, 

ther  merciful,  yet  they  are  alike  merciful  and  just.  |  will  then  cease  to  be,  ami  one  new  reason  exist 
Now  it  certainly  ought  not  be  considered  mar-  f®'’  ‘^e  conversion  of  the  unbeliever  to  the  virtue, 
vellous,  that  a  system  including  such  opinions,  Pface  and  hopes  of  a  consistent  system  of  leli- 
or  supposed  to  embrace  them,  should  be  rejected  ;  8'®”  ®  Heaven-derived  Gospel, 

as  erroneous ;  or  that  those  who  have  not  been  It  need  scarcely  be  said,  that,  fur  many  ages, 
atthepainstoascertain,  or  arc  not  disposed  to  per-  |  men  were  litenilly  compelled  by  the  application 
form  the  labor  of  ascertaining  whether  the  Bible  of  human  laws — and  secular  laws  too — to  profess 
inculcates  such  opinions,  should  treat  the  whole  the  doctrine 'of  the  trinity.  And  that  these  alone 
as  a  miserable  piece  of  jugglery,  designed  by  its  were  sufficient  to  fix  that,  or  any  other  system  of 
mysticism  and  unintelligibility  to  im)K>se  upon  the  view  s,  in  the  public  mind  so  fipnly,  as  to  secure 
ignorant.  And  it  must,  be  confessed,  that  few  their  transmission  from  age  to  age,  while  the  state 
•things  could  be  devised,  more  effectually  calcula-  of  civil  society  would  pennit  such  laws  to  exist, 
ted  to  drive  men  into  infidelity.  Such  has  doubt-  They  gave  the  first  impulse  to  the  doctrine  in 
less  been  its  tendency  in  the  minds  of  thousands  ;  question,  which  diffused  it  Vver  the  Roman  em-  j 
while  others  have  bowed  their  reason  before  it  in  pirc — not  without  opposition,  but  with  final  suc- 
patient  submission,  and  confessed  their  inability  cess.  The  familiarity  of  habit,  the  want  of  means 
to  understand  its  nature,  or  to  explain  its  princi-  by  which  to  institute  and  carry  on  a  full  and  satis- 
|iles.  factory  examination  of  the  subject,  and  sundry 

However  absurd  men  may  sometimes  be,  there  other  causes  which  continue  their  respective  in¬ 
is  yet  a  general  disposition  to  appear  consistent,  fluences,  secured  and  perpetuated  the  triumph  of 
And  if  we  make  a  few  exceptions,  they  commonly  an  opinion  which  began  its  reign  in  contention 
«re  so,  as  far  as  their  means  will  allow.  And  and  blood. 


I  1.  Among  the  more  prominent  ot  these  causes, 

I  we  may  reckon  the  direct  influence  of  public 
I  opinion  over  the  great  mass  of  mankind.  It  seems 
to  be  presumed  that  the  majority  in  such  matters, 
must  be  right- and  that  what  is  generally  believed, 

I  and  has  long  been  bwlieved,  must  of  course  be 
true.  This  is  congenial  with  the  extreme  unwil¬ 
lingness  evidently  felt  by  mankind,  to  perform  the 
labor  of  ascertaining  the  truth  by  personal  inves¬ 
tigation.  Hence  they  too  comndoniy  acquiesce 
in  public  opinion,  on  the  supposition  that  com- 
j  peteut  persons  have,  at  some  time,  ascertained  in 
I  a  satisfactory  manner,  the  truth  of  the  subject  in 
I  question.  How  much  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity 
!  owes  to  this  consideration,  alone,  we  presume  not 
!  to  determine.  But  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive 
I  that  those  who  profess  it  on  this  ground,  and  those 
I  who  reject  Christianity  because  that  doctrine  is 
'  maintained  .by  its  professors,  judge  and  act  from 
i  nearly  the  same  reasons — because  neither  class 
has  examined  the  subject 

2.  Others,  again,  adopt  and  profess  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  trinity,  because  they  have  perfect  con¬ 
fidence  in  their  religioits  teachers.  They  are  fully 

I  assured  of  the  learning  and  talents  of  their  spi- 
j  ritual  guides — that  they  have  devoted  the  labor  of 
I  their  lives  to  the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  and  that 
I  they  could  have  no  sufficient  motives  to  deceive 
I  themselves,  or  to  impose  upon  mankind.  And 
I  they  therefore  consider  it  safe  to  believe  the  doc¬ 
trine,  though  they  never  expect  to*  understand  it 
I  themselves,  uor  to  be  able  to  explain  it  to  the  nn- 
I  derstanding  of  others.  The  feeling  of  inconve- 
nience  to  which  this  subjects  them,  is  allayed  by 
I  the  satisfactory  assurance,  th.-it  there  are  those 
who  see  through,  and  can  explain  the  subject  in 
a  clear  and  convincing  manner.  These  teacheA, 
in  the  mean  time,  may  in  turn  argue  in  much  the 
same  way  ;  and  may  consequently  be  as  conscien¬ 
tious  in  propagating,  as  their  hearers  are  in  be¬ 
lieving  what  neither  can  explain  or  fiilly  under¬ 
stand. 

3.  Another  reason  why  this  doctrine  maintains 
its  ground  in  the  Christian  church,  is,  that  it  is  con- 

i  sidered  a  s^red  subject,  and  must  not  be  exam¬ 
ined.  Tfiat  there  is  a  sort  of  impiety  in  calling 
I  iivqneslion  the  verity  of  so  ancient  and  well-es- 
!  tablishcd  a  doctrine  of  the  church  ;  and  that  be 
j  who  should  dare  do  this,  would  jeopardise  his 
religion  here,  and  his  happinees  hereafter.  It  is 
not  difficult  to  eouceive  the  terror  and  dismay 
with  which  these  considerations  would  strike  the 
I  heart  of  many  candid  and  upright  men  ;  nor  the 
expedients  to  which  they  would  resort,  rather 
than  hazard  the  visitation  of  such  alarming  con¬ 
sequences.  And  though  compulsion  is  a  strong 
term  when  so  applied,  it  is  probably  very  near  the 
meaning  of  that  certain  something,  which  con¬ 
trols  the  |)rofession  of  men  so  circumstanced. 

4.  Another  consideration  which  has  great  weight 
in  enforcing  assent  to  the  dogma  of  the  trinity, 
is,  the  almost  universal  impression  that  if  it  be  not 
a  matter  of  reason,  it  is  one  of  revelation ;  and 
that  revelation  may  require  the  belief  of  any  po¬ 
sition,  however  repugnant  to  reason.  The  influ¬ 
ence  of  this  beliefi  has  been  further  .strengthened 
by  the  equally  general  opinion,  that  human  rea¬ 
son  has  become  so  monstrously  perverted  in  con- 

:  sequence  of  sin,  as  to  be  wholly  insufficient  for 
determining  the  propriety  or  impropriety,  the 
truth  or  falsehood  of  any  subject  appertaining  to 
religion.  Hence,  the  wise  and  the  unwise,  the 
learned  and  the  ignorant  are  alike  deterred  f>om 
reasoning  on  the  trinitarian  hypothesis,  from  a 
fastidious  diffidence  of  the  capabilities  of  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  to  grapple  with  a  subject  so  m«ck 
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above  its  powers  of  comprehension.  The  whole 
subject  is  therefore  resolved  into  one  grand  and 
indefinable  mystery,  and  to  be  received  as  such, 
because  no  finite  powers  can  fathom  its  profun- 
dity. 

such  are  the  prominent  reasons  why  the  sin¬ 
gularly  absurd  doctrine  of  the  trinity,  not  only 
has  been  believed,  but  continues  to  command  the  j 
assent  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  Christian  world. 
Its  rudiments  were  laid  in  the  philosophical  opin¬ 
ions  of  some  of  the  early  Gentile  converts  to  C  hris- 
tianity  :  and  it  was  superinduced  upon  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  (lospel  from  the  very  natural  desire, 
while  that  was  unpopular,  of  rendenng  it  rcsiiecta- 
ble  in  the  eyes  of  the  world — hence  it  was  invest¬ 
ed  with  tho  machinery  of  m  ineffable  mysticism,  | 
and' the  celestial  splendors  of  a  trinity  of  divine  | 
persons.  Ecclesiastical  authority,  aided  by  the  i 
strong  arm  of  the  civil  law,  enforced  a  general  ac-  ' 
quiescence  in  its  supposed  or  assumed  truth,  and  I 
habit,  and  the  reasons  above  assigned,  sustained  i 
its  orthodoxy  through  successive  generations.  | 

But  the  trinity  was  never  a  doctrine  of  the  Bi-  I 
ble — and  but  a  very  small  number  of  passages  j 
from  that  book  could  ever,  by  any  possible  effort,  ij 
be  pressed  into  its  service.  And  of  that  few,  there 
is  not  one  which  does  not,  without  vioJence,  ad-  ! 
mit  of  a  totally  different  meaning  and  application.  Il 
It  would  be  an  abuse  of  time,  aud  of  the  patience  || 
of  the  reader,  to  introduce  the  proofs  of  these  | 
facts  in  this  place.  It  is  sufficient  for  our  present  i 
purpose  to  say — that  the  Bible  knows  but  one 
God  ;  one  mediator,  the  man  Christ  .Tesus ;  and  || 
one  holy  spirit  of  truth  and  grace.  This  we  are  Ij 
required  to  believe,  not  merely  because  it  is  mat¬ 
ter  of  revelation,  but  because  it  is  also  consistent 
with  the  dictates  of  sober  reason. 

It  is  denied,  therefore,  that  this  absurd  dogma 
constitutes  any  part  of  Christianity — it  can  be 
spared  from  the  fabric  without  disturbing  a  stone 
of  the  original  structure.  Nay,  more — its  entire 
removal  would  be  like  taking  an  earthly  incrusta¬ 
tion  from  the  diamond,  and  allowing  it  to  display 
its  native  brilliancy  and  purity.  Nor  can  it  rea¬ 
sonably  be  supposed  that  it  was  originally  a  part 
of  the  Christian  system,  so  long  ns  that  claimed 
an  adaptation  to  the  human  mind  under  all  its  va¬ 
rieties  and  gradations  of  knowledge.  For  none 
can  presume,  tliat  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity  is  a 
subject  of  very  easy  apprehension.  The  most 
capacious  intellects  sink  under  the  effort,  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  their  inability  to  comprehend  or  explain 
its  nature. 

But  the  infidel  seems  nevci  to  know  that  this 
doctrine  is  not  one  of  Christianity.  l#«Jias  nev  er 
been  at  the  trouble  to  coiiip.arc  it  with  the  doctrine 
of  the  Bible,  from  wliich  it  is  professedly  taken, 
but  takes  the  exisii.ng  opinion  as  a  legitimate  [lurt 
of  the  great  economy  of  divine  rcvelaiion.  In  tliis 
he  imitates  the  most  passive  believer  in/he  trini¬ 
tarian  hypothesis,  and  places  itnplicii  confidence 
in  the  discernment  and  fidelity  of  its  teachers.  A 
fact,  of  which  he  is  probably  not  aware,  and  which 
should  teach  iiini  more  charity  fot  those  whom  he 
sarcastically  denominates  a  priest-ridden  multi¬ 
tude,  and  reproaches  with  being  blindly  led  by  the 
nose.  It  is  difficult  in  such  a  case,  to  determine 
which  betrays  the  greater  blindness — he  who 
adopts,  or  he  who  rejects  a  system  without  ex¬ 
amination.  Whichever  il  may  be,  one  thing  is 
certain  and  apparent— they  are  alike  ignorant  of 
the  facts  on  which  they  ostensibly  found  their  re¬ 
spective  determinations.  And  the  claim  of  either 
to  superior  discernment,  is  equally  preposterous, 
since  the  views  of  both  arc  the  result  of  any  thing 
rather  than  knowledge. 

This,  however,  is  not  the  view  which  the  unbe¬ 
liever  takes  of  the  subject.  He  conceives  himself 
a  philosopher,  and  fancies  that  great  deference  is 
dae  to  his  judgment,  be.cause  he  lias  detected  one 
or  more  absurdities  in  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity. 
And  is  this  all — really  all  that  he  has  done  ?  No— 
he  has  on  the  strength  of  his  discovery,  become — 
not  a  more  enlightened  and  rational  Gliristian,  as 
ha  abonld  have  done,  but  an  infidel !  He  should 
have  known,  that  the  discovery  of  absurdities  in 


that  doctrine  amounts  to  nothing ;  for  there  is  pro-  | 
bably  not  a  believer  of  it  in  all  the  Christian  world, 
who  ever  thought  it  reconcilable  with  the  deduc¬ 
tions  of  reason. 

Admitting,  then,  what  is  perhaps  not  to  be  de-  I 
nied,  that  the  unbeliever  has  been  made  so  by  the  ' 
dodtrine  of  the  trinity  ;  still  there  is  little  merit  in  | 
seeing  difficulties  in  a  system  which  are  seen  more  I 
or  less  clearly  by  everyone.  The  only  important  ' 
difference  is,  he  rejects  not  only  that  doctrine,  but  I 
Christianity  with  it — while  some  believe  in  the 
Gospel  wiiiiout  that  dogma,  anil  others  niainiaiii 
both  together.  And  we  can  not  but  think  that  sys¬ 
tem  built  upon  a  very  unstable  foundation,  wliich 
rests  upon  the  single  cunsideraffon  of  the  impos¬ 
sibility  of  the  truth  of  an  absurd  theory,  when  that 
tlieory,  whether  true  or  false,  can  not  affect  the 
truth  of  the  subject  in  dispute.  Infidelity,  so  far 
as  based  on  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity,  appears  to 
be  founded  on  a  mistake — and  it  is  nut  easy  to  see 
how  a  system  can  be  true,  when  its  premises  are 
false. 

We  do  not  blame  the  unbeliever  for  rejecting 
the  doctrine  of  the  trinity — but  the  vast  importance 
of  the  subject,  should  induce  him  to  examine  with 
great  care,  whether  that  doctrine  is  any  pari  of  di¬ 
vine  revelation.  And  that  the  subject  is  impor¬ 
tant,  everyone  must  perceive  and  feel,  who  reflects 
that  the  direction  aud  improvement  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  feeling,  the  highest  and  most  worthy  motives 
to  the  practice  of  virtue,  and  the  hopes  and  com¬ 
forts  flowing  from  the  belief  in  a  future  stateof  glo¬ 
ry  and  felicity,  depend  on  the  belief  or  disbelief  of 
Christianity.  He  therefoiewho  rejects  the  Chris¬ 
tian  system,  because,  iu  the  process  of  ages  it  has 
received  the  addition  of  a  few  human  devices,  acts 
much  like  one  who  should  refuse  an  ancient  gold 
coin,  because  its  pristine  brightness  had  been  ob¬ 
scured. 

*  For  the  Magazine  and  Ad?oe.<t«. 

ICNCOURAGC  YOUNG  PREACHERS. 

BT  M. CLARK. 

Much  is  said  at  the  present  day,  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  gooti  and  bad  preaching,  and  as  the  test  of 
g(X)d  preaching,  with  many  people  it  is  enough  to 
know  that  the  preacher  is  acollegc  bred  man,  pos¬ 
sessed  ofhigh  literary  attainments,  and  stands  high 
in  the  ranT<s  of  popularity ;  and,  alas  for  the  good 
of  the  cause  !  (|uite  too  many  are  ready  to  praise 
the  sermon,  for  no  other  reason,  than  that  the  man 
is  a  popular  preacher.  Such  a  hearer  goes  home 
highly  pleased,  and  is  ready  to  exclaim  “  that’s 
the  preacher  for  me  ;  he  reasons  so  close,  and  goes 
so  deep  into  the  subject  that  neither  1  nor  any  one 
else  could  understand  him  !”  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  young  man  comes  to  deliver  his  message  of 
[  good  news,  or  glad  tidings,  though  a  good  man, 
and  able  to  give  as  goo<1  a  reason  to  sustain  his 
positions,  yet  he  is  heard  by  many  with  a  cold 
indifference  that  is  uncongenial,  with  the  true  spi¬ 
rit  and  principles  of  the  Gospel — which  not  only 
serves  to  discourage  him  from  future  usefulness, 
but  gives  the  people  good  reason  to  think,  (if  not 
to  say,)  “we  have  got  too  many  amongus  who  think 
more  of  popularity  than  truth.” 

Why  are  these  things  ?  Is  the  fault  in  the  preach¬ 
er?  We  answer  unhesitatingly.  No.  Where,  then, 
is  the  fault  ?  it  certainly  exists  somewhere,  and  we 
think  it  best  to  have  it  exposed.  To  me  the  rea¬ 
son  is  obvious — the  fault  exists  in  those  who  had 
rather  stay  at  home,  and  do  nothing;  which  we 
all  know  to  be  a  tedious  business  for  a  man  of  in¬ 
dustrious  habits ;  or  go  to  a  Partialist  meeting,  and 
be  abused  and  misrepresented,  because  the  preach¬ 
er  has  taken  a  peeji  through  college,  can  say  a 
few  big  words  coupi^  with  half  a  dozen  flourislies, 
and  can  confound  ilther  than  instruct  the  mind. 
Such  persons  indirectly  support  the  greatest  errors 
rather  than  go  fifty  rods  to  hear  a  plain  practical 
discourse,  just  the  kind  of  preaching  that  is  most 
needed. 

Take  for  example  the  preaching  of  Paul  and 
Peter,  whose  names  stand  first  in  the  ranks  of  Uni- 
versalism,  and  what  do  we  find  there,  but  plain, 
practical  preaching;  yes,  it  is  so  plain  that  the 


wayfaririg  man,  though  possessed  of  but  ordinary 
understanding,  need  nut  err.  I  wish  it  not  under¬ 
stood  that  I  am  opposed  to  the  refined  talent  of 
popular  preaching,  or  preaclicrs — no,  by  no  means; 
the  more  intelligence  the  belter — but  1  ask,  is  it  a 
good  reason  that  because  we  can  not  always  have 
just  such  a  preacher  as  we  desire,  we  will  have 
none  at  all  ?  No,  brethren,  this  will  notansMcr — 
we  might  as  well  say  bccanse  we  can'  not  have  a 
coal  from  just  such  a  piece  of  fine  cloth,  and  have 
it  made  by  just  such  a  tailor,  we  will  have  none 
at  all— or  because  we  can  not  have  our  table  spread 
with  just  sucli  food  as  our  vanity  dictates,  these 
hard  times,  we  will  go  hungry !  The  truth  is,  no 
man  knows  his  inielleclual  powers  until  he  has 
made  a  trial.  Who,  that  ever  sal  under  the 
preaching  of  the  lamented  John  Freeman,  could 
but  exclaim,  that  be  had  been  bolh'edified  and 
instructed ;  and  if  he  bad  imbibed  any  bad  habits, 
he  would  make  the  solemn  resolve  to  do  better? 
But  was  Br.  Freeman  always  as  able  and  elo¬ 
quent  as  just  before  his  decease?  And  bad  he 
lived,  and  still  been  encouraged,  would  he  not 
have  continued  to  improve  ?  Depend  upon  it,  that 
unless  we  support  our  young  preachers,  we  shall 
soon  be  enveio|)ed  in  the  whirlwind  of  fanaticism. 

I  deal  not  in  personalities — but  “  I  speak  as  unto 
wise  men” — “  whoso  rcadeili,  let  him  understand.” 

Hamilton,  N.Y. 

For  tht  A4«SAzint  and  Advocatt. 

T  E  .N  D  E  N  C  Y  OF  U  M  V  E  R  S  A  L  1  .S  M  . 

BY  REV.  E.  R.  CROCKER. 

Is  the  Joctrine  orilnivcrsalism  of  a  licentioui  teodcacy? 

The  Orthodox  community,  as  they  arrogantly 
style  themselves,  would  have  the  world  believe, 
that  our  own  blessed  doctrine,  teaching  the  ulti¬ 
mate  reconciliation  of  all  men  to  God  and  holiness, 
is  of  a  very  licentious  nature  ;  that  its  tendency  is 
deleterious,  and  directly  calculated  to  flood  the 
world  in  every  species  of  abomination.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  would  have  the  world  believe, 
that  their  own  precious  doctrine  of  the  forgiveneaa 
of  punishment,  and  clearing  of  the  guilty,  is  most 
salutary  and  healthful  in  its  tendency.  Now  if 
Utii versalism  in  its  tendency,  is  so  destructive  to 
morality  end  religion  in  community,  while, on  th« 
other  hand,  the  doctrines  of  Partialism  are  sore- 
formatory  in  their  nature,  why  have  they  not,  as 
they  have  been,  and  are  yet  so  generally  believed 
in  Cliristcndom,  worked  their  moral  effect^  upon 
the  community  ? 

Reader,  cast  your  eye  over  the  Christian  world; 
notice  particularly  the  present  state  of  morals  and 
religion  in  iliis  boasted  land  of  Bibles  and  free  in- 
(|uiry  ;  behold  how  generally  the  iloctriiie  of  a  par¬ 
tial,  limited  salvation  has  gained  assent  in  the 
minds  of  men,  and  then  soberly  put  the  question 
to  yourself.  Why  are  not  the  people  better,  if,  as 
the  advocates  of  a  partial  system  of  grace  and  sal¬ 
vation  contend,  their  d<ictrines  are  so  purifying  and 
healing  to.  the  morals  and  religion  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  ?  The  doctrine  which  leaches  the  endless 
torture  of  a  part  of  our  race,  is  very  generally  be¬ 
lieved  throughout  llie  world,  both  in  civilized  and 
barbarous,  in  Christianized  and  uncliristinnized 
countries.  Now  if  this  doctrine  of  endless  sin  and 
snlFcring  is  so  salutary  in  its  tendency,  so  healthful 
to  the  morals  of  the  world,  since  it  is  so  generally 
believed  all  over  the  world,  why  is  not  the  world 
of  mankind,  by  its  purifying  effects,  made  belter? 
Certain  il  is,  that  the  whole  world  lies  in  wicked¬ 
ness;  and  certain  it  is,  innreover,  that  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  Partialism,  so  healing  (?)  in  their  influ¬ 
ence,  have  not  regenerated  the  world  ;  and  certain 
(1  believe)  it  is,  that  this  partial  theory  icill  never 
ledccm  the  tcorld  from  the.  thraldom  of  sin. 

My  respected  Partialisl  friends,  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  to  jou,  since  you  have  made  your  residen¬ 
ces  in  glass  houses,  to  be  careful  how  you  hurl 
stones  at  the  houses  of  your  neighbors.  Remem¬ 
ber  that  glass  is  glass,  all  over  the  world.  Re¬ 
member  Haman.  But  to  return. 

Il  is  a  very  easy  thing  to  make  charges  against 
the  tendency  of  any  doctrine,  however  pure  ia 
itself  such  doctrine  may  be,  and  healing  and  salu- 
^  tary  in  its  tendency.  But  let  such  charges  be 
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vtd.  My  Partialist  neighbor  may,  if  he  pleases, 
tell  me  that  my  doctrine  is  bad  in  its  influence 
upon  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  men;  he  may 
preach  this  to  the  community  if  he  pleases;  he 
may  warn  the  people  against  their  attendance  u))uii 
the  preaching  of  Universalism ;  but  what  care  1 
for  all  this?  Let  him  remember  that  when  his 
doctrine  was  unpopular  among  men,  the  same 
hard  things  were  preached  against  his  darling 
tenets  of  e>idless  horror  and  damnation. 

But  what  is  there,  in  that  doctrine  every  where 
spoken  against,  so  deleterious  and  soul-destroying? 

We  grant  most  cheerfully,  and  with  all  assu¬ 
rance  and  good  nature,  that  the  doctrine  teaehes, 
that  all  will,  ultimately,  be  made  holy  and  happy, 
by  the  renovating  [tower,  and  soul-saving  mercy 
and  goodness  of  onr  kind  Parent  in  heaven;  we 
concede  most  cordially,  that  God  has  sworn,  that 
all  shall  swear,  tliai  they  have  righteousness  and 
strength  in  him  ;  (see  Isa.  xlv  :  23,  24  ;)  moreover, 
wo  grant,  the  doctrine  teaches  that  Christ  will,  in 
the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times,  gather  to¬ 
gether  all  things,  or  reunite  all  things,  in  him. 
(£ph.  i:  9,  10.)  But  is  sucii  doctrine  licentious 
in  its  tendency  ?  Now  be  careful,  proud  Partialist, 
how  you  answer.  Is  it  licentious?  You  must 
answer  in  the  negative,  or  you  fix  an  everlasting 
stigma  upon  the  word  of  God.  Ah!  what  the 
Bible  teaches,  friend  Partialist,  call  not  tlrou  ftccn- 
tious.  You  must.  Sir,  confess  the  doctrine  of  the 
universal  holiness  and  consequent  happiness  of 
every  sentient  being,  (as  the  Bible  teaches  the 
doctrine  in  the  plainest,  most  unambiguous,  and 
positive  language  imaginable,)  to  be  not  of  a  dele¬ 
terious  tendency,  but  of  a  most  healthy  and  soul¬ 
healing  nature ;  for  you  can  but  see,  the  same  fate 
awaits  the  Bible  and  our  doctrine  of  universal 
emancipation  from  sin ;  what  one  readies,  both 
teach;  condemn  one  as  licentious  and  demorali¬ 
zing,  and  you  condemn  the  other. 

But  again:  just  look  at  anothei  feature  of  our 
doctrine;  compare  and  contrast  it  with  your  pun¬ 
ishment-forgiving,  and  guilt  clearing  system. — 
Our  doctrine  teaches  that,  “  though  hand  join  in 
hand,  the  wicked  shall  not  be  unpunished,”  that 
”  every  man  shall  receive  according  to  his  deeds, 
whether  they  be  good,  or  whether  they  be  evil," 
that  (God)  will  by  no  means  (Christ,  therefore,  is 
not  ap|)ointed  as  a  means)  clear  the  guilty”  etc., 
etc.  Now  let  every  man,  from  his  heart,  believe 
this,  and  what  inducement  has  he  to  do  wickedly  ? 
None,  none.  Ah  !  my  dear  friend  Partialist,  you 
see  how  the  case  stands;  see.  Sir,  why  people  do 
wickedly  !  ’Tis  because  they  flatter  themselves, 
there  is  a  way  of  escape.  Yes!  and  Partialism 
has  so  taught  them  to  believe  !  So  I  see  not,  but  it 
is  the  Partialist  system,  after  all  their  hue  and 
cry  about  the  awfully  licentious  tendency  of  Uni¬ 
versalism,  that  bids  a  bounty  on  sin  ;  that  teaches 
that  man  may  sin  with  impunity  ;  that  there  is  a 
w’ay  of  csca|>e  from  deserved  punishment,  the  Bi¬ 
ble  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Oh!  Par¬ 
tialism,  Oh!  thou  GiKl-dishonoring  and  man-de- 
oasing  system,  where  is  thy  blush  ! !  Sinner,  re¬ 
member,  O!  remember,  that  GcmI  will  by 


U.  Why,  Sir,  I  belong  to  that  sect,  and  believe 
in  that  doctrine  “which  is  every  where  spoken 
against.” 

P,  Every  where  spoken  against !  What  doc¬ 
trine  is  that  ? 

U.  It  is  the  doctrine  of  “the  restitution  of  all 
things,  which  God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of 
all  his  holy  Prophets  since  the  world  began.” 

P.  Oh,  you  are  a  Universalist,  I  perceive. 
Well,  that  is  a  delusion — a  device  of  Satan. 

U.  Yes — yes — I  supposed  you  would  say  so; 
but  as  I  am  olamed  only  for  maintaining  that  God 
“  Will  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  to  come  unto 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth,”  I  will  endeavor  to 
suffer  it  patiently,  as  did  “all  Gal’s  holy  Prophets” 
and  apostles — as  Paul  says,  “For  therefore  we 
both  labor  and  suffer  reproach,  because  we  trust  in 
the  living  God  who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  espe¬ 
cially  of  those  who  believe.”  If  Jesus  expired  on 
the  cross  fur  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  ihisglo- 
rious  object,  and  the  apostle  suH'ered  reproach  for 
believing  it,  I  see  no  inconsistency  in  supposing 
that  “  It  pleased  the  Father  that  in  Him  should  all 
fulness  dwell,  and  having  made  peace  through  the 
blood  of  the  cross,  by  him  to  reconcile  all  things  un¬ 
to  himself — by  him,  I  say,  whether  they  be  things 
on  earth  or  things  imheaven.”  But  still,  1  know  if 
I  maintain  this  doctrine,  I  shall  be  subjected  tothe 
reproach  only  of  those  who  “trust  in  themselves 
that  they  are  righteous,  and  despise  others” — as 
the  Pharisees  did  in  our  Saviour’s  day.  All  such 
characters  appear  to  be  opposed  to  God’s  “  will, 
according  to  his  good  jtleasure,  which  he  hath  pur¬ 
posed  in  himself,  that  in  the  dispensation  of  the 
fulness  of  times,  he  might  gather  together  in  one 
all  things  in  Christ,  both  which  are  in  heaven  and 
which  are  on  earth,  even  in  him.”  I  see  you  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  as  much  o|)posed  to  this  doctrine  as  any 
one;  I  will  therefore  omit  any  further  quotations 
from  Scripture  in  proof  thereof,  lest  you  become 
enraged,  and  we  get  in  a  quarrel,  so  good  bye — 
good  bye. 

r«>r  lb«  AUvocuU. 

RELIGIOUS  TRUTH  AND  PRACTICE. 

If  what  is  truth  with  regard  to  science,  art,  poli¬ 
tics  or  morals,  is  a  question  of  interest  to  every 
sentient  being,  how  much  more  so,  is  that  of  reli¬ 
gion  !  No  truth  is  so  imjtortant  as  religious  truth. 
Others  involve  more  particularly  physical  conve¬ 
nience,  and  enjoyment — they  relate  only  to  earth- 
born  things,  upon  which  the  rust  of  time  is  laid; 
but  that  of  religion  embraces  both  earth  and  hea¬ 
ven.  It  searches  into  the  nature  of  those  laws  by 
which  matter  and  mind  are  so  harmoniously  go¬ 
verned,  seeking  their  adaptation  tothe  wants  of  frail 
human  nature.  It  inquires  into  the  purjsrse  of  tire 
Most  High  towards  man,  in  the  gift  of  temporal 
being,  and  penetrates  the  vista  of  the  grave,  toask. 
What  shall  be  his  eternal  destiny?  Anil  the  an¬ 
swer  each  individual  finds  to  these  questions,  will 
have  a  bearing  for  weal  or  wo,  u]H>n  his  subsequent 
life. 

False  opinions  of  the  character  of  Go<l  and  his 
goveinment,  have  prmlueed  by  far  the  greater  part 


means  clear  the  guilty,  and  well  will  it  be  for'you,  'rrisery.  What  has  pro.rtpied  riran  to 

if  you  will  practice  righteousness  and  break  off; 

-  °  Ins  nmlher  fur  n.nrrihr-#*  r  \V  Init  has '*  htamo- 


from  your  sins 

Elizahcthtuwn,  Marshall  county,  Va 


Tiir  th«  Mtc.ziiw  amJ 

niAIXtOUE.— PARTIALIST  AND  UNIVERSALIST. 

'  BT  ASHLKY  CLARK. 

P.  GixkI  evening.  Sir.  You  appear  to  be  a 
stranger.  Arc  you  a  professor  of  religion? 

U.  I  am.  Sir. 

P.  How  long  have  you  made  a  profession  ? 

U.  About  fifteen  years.  Sir. 

P.  Well,  how  do  you  enjoy  your  mind  ?  Do 
you  enjoy  religion  ? 

U.  Wliy,  yes  Sir,  1  think  I  do,  I  enjoy  riiy 
mind  very  well.  Perhaps  as  well  as  could  rea¬ 
sonably  be  expected,  considering  the  many  diffi¬ 
culties  I  have  to  encounter. 

P.  Oh, 'difficulties?  Pray  tell  ms  what  those 
difficulties  are? 


his  brother  u|)  for  a  sacrifice  ?  What  has  “  stamp 
lied  the  wrinkles  dee[)er  on  the  brow”  of  the  child 
j!  less  father  ?  Wh.at  has  driven  the  thorn  into  the  | 
>!  soul  of  the  w'idowed  mother  ?  It  is  false  religion. 
jiTalk  as  we  may,  the  affections  can  not  bear  her 
polluting  touch,  unscathed.  Her  influence  hangs 
like  an  incubus  on  the  heart,  crushing  all  its  joys, 
and  blotting  out  for  ever  its  cherished  hopes.  It 
has  no  balm  for  the  heart  of  age,  way-worn  and 
seared  with  the  trials,  the  vanities,  and  the  sins 
with  which  the  pathway  of  life  is  so  plentifully 
strown.  Il  has  no  sympathy  with  Itic  loves  and 
joys  of  youth-time;  bnf^sad  and  fearless  is  the 
change  its  reception  praluces  upon  the  minds  of 
the  gay  and  the  glad-hearicd.  Then,  w  hy  should 
the  human  heart  cling  with  such  tenacity,  to  what 
is  at  perfect  variance  with  all  its  best  and  holiest 
affections  ? 

But  while  there  are  so  many  diflerent  systems 
of  religion,  each  professing  to  bear  the  impress  of 


a  Divine  origin,  it  is  asked.  Now  are  we  to  discover 
the  true  one  ?  And  some  minds  not  being  able  to 
answer,  consequently,  reject  all.  Now,  why  are 
not  men  as  consistent  in  their  religion,  as  they  are  in 
their  politics,  or  any  business  of  life?  We  should 
deem  that  man  insane,  who,  because  there  are 
such  varieties  of  civil  government,  should  deny 
the  use  of  any— or,  should  refuse  to  till  his  farm, 
because  his  neighbors  difi'er  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  should  be  done — ^yet  there  is  as  much 
sense  in  the  one,  as  the  other. 

But  I  would  ask,  has  not  the  great  Author  of  all 
existence  given  us  a  testiniony  of  his  truth,  w'hicb, 
coming  as  it  does  recorded  by  the  pen  of  inspira¬ 
tion,  leaves  us  no  excuse  to  err;  and  as  Christians 
we  should  hold  it  sacred;  and  when  it  is  said, 
“that  the  truth  givas  us  all  peace  and  joy  in  be¬ 
lieving,”  have  W’e  nof  a  never-failing  criterion,  by 
which  to  judge?  'riutli  is  not  error,  nor  error 
truth  ;  but  they  are  opiKsites,  and  the  effect  pro¬ 
duced  upon  the  ufind  by  embracing  the  one,  must 
also  be  o|>posite  to  that  of  the  other.  Then  if  the 
truth  gives  us  all  peace  and  joy  in  believing ;  error 
must  produce  misery  unutterable. 

Reader,  have  you  never  seen  false  religion  ex¬ 
emplified  ?  Look  around  you!  see  that  mother. 
Why  that  despairing  look — that  bitter  sigh  ?  Ah, 
she  is  thinking  of  her  child,  who  has  gone  down  to 
the  grave  unrepentant,  and  unpardoned  !  He  was 
a  sinful  one,  yet  she  loved  him  as  mothers  always 
love  ;  but  now  he  has  gone,  past  the  hope  of  re¬ 
demption— she  hears  his  doom,  “  thou  cursed,”  and 
dare  she  love  hini  now  ?  Yes  ;  but  with  a  fearful, 
hopeless  love — a  love  whose  bitterness  will  con¬ 
sume  the  heart.  Look  again  !  Why  has  that  sis¬ 
ter  left  her  home  on  such  a  dark  and  boisterous 
night,  to  go  to  the  house  of  prayer  ?  And  why 
dues  she  weep,  us  sfie  prays  ?  Ah,  she  believes 
her  brothers  and  sisters  ex|)osed  to  the  “wrath  of 
an  angry  God”!  They  are  dear  to  her— she  has 
shared  their  griefs,  and  their  joys,  from  infancy  to 
maturer  age — the  guardian  care  of  the  same  mo¬ 
ther,  has  ever  been  over  them — and  must  she  part 
with  them  forever,  as,  one  by  one,  they  go  down  to 
decay  ?  Must  their  voices  be  hushed  at  the  touch 
of  death,  never  to  be  heard  again,  except  in  curses 
and  unavailing  cries  for  mercy  ?•  “  O,  ’tis  a  fear¬ 
ful  thing  to  love  what  death  may  touch,”  with  no 
strong  hope  of  a  blessed  re-union ! — Look  yet  again. 
Why  d«)es  that  man  pass  by  on  the  other  side,  with 
a  scornful  smile  and  averted  eye?  Ob,  he  is  not 
“  like  other  men” — he  is  “  sanctified,  holy,  pure” — 
the  favored  of  Heaven  !  His  brother  man  is  a  sin¬ 
ner,  unconverted — God  hates  him,  and  must  be 
love  him  ?  No,  for  he  is  commanded  to  be  God¬ 
like.  He  w’as  once  his  friend — they  have  mingled 
in  the  satiie  social  circles,  enjoyed  the  same  sports ; 
but  what  dues  that  avail  ?  11  is  creed  sunders  all 
tics  of  love — he  ha.s  learned  that  “  friends  must 
part — mu-»t  part,  to  meet  no  more — at  the  judg¬ 
ment  seat  of  Christ.” 

Reader,  you  liuve  seen  all  this,  and  more ;  and 
did  you  never  a.k,  if  it  was  the  spirit  of  Chris- 
liaiiity— the  fruitof  the  religion  of  him,  who  “  went 
about  doing  good ;”  and  who  ate  with  publicans 
and  sinners  ? 

Chiisiians,  who  believe  in  a  limited  salvation, 
if  yourfaitli  does  not  give  you  “all  peace  andjoyiu 
believing,”  be  assured  it  is  false !  Pause,  then, 
and  iiKpiire— lcftinop[»osingihedoctrineof  univer¬ 
sal  reconciliation  you  arc  found  “fighting  against 
G»)d”!  If  Universalism  is  true,  your  doctrine  is 
false.  Bring  them  up,  then,  and  apply  the  test— 
tothe  Bible  they  will  stand  or  fall.  But  if  vou 
refuse,  and  aggravate  human  misery  by  fostering 
error,  what  w  ill  be  retjiiirettat  your  hands  ? 

And  you,  who  have  embraced  the  truth,  per- 
ciiance  might  [muse  and  ask,  what  hate  we  done, 
and  what  are  w  e  doing  for  its  advancement  ?  You 
have  the  best  of  all  doctrines,  and  the  only  one 
which  harmonizes  with  nature,  and  revelation; 
and  you  should  be  the  best  of  all  people.  You 
have  no  cold  and  partial  creed,  to  chill  the  gener¬ 
ous  emotions  of  the  heart,  or  palsy  the  energies  of 
native  [tiety.  If  you  fail  in  goodness,  t  hen,  where  is 
your  excuse  ?  Your  creed  einbraces  no  evil— the 
fault  is  nut  there.  Where  ts  it  ?  A  Sister. 
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Tor  UitMwnila*  ud  ildriKau. 

A  GRAND. FATHER’S  LETTERS  TO  HIS 
GRAND-CHILDREN. 

IT  THE  AUTHOR  OF  ROTES  O.R  SACRED  SUBJECTS. 

LETTER  SECOND. 

Mr  Dear  Children — In  my  last  letter  to  you 
I  endeavored  to  impress  upon  your  minds  a  sense 
of  the  benefits  which  have  been  found  to  arise  from 
commencing  every  day  with  thoughtfnlness,  se¬ 
riousness,  prayer,  and  a  reverential  feeling  os  if 
in  the  presence  of  our  heavenly  Fatlier.  I  hope 
you  have  been  trying  to  realise  these  benefits  in  ] 
your  own  experience.  You  will,  at  first,  find  it 
somewhat  difficult  to  restrain  yourselves  from 
vain,  loose,  wandering  trains  of  thought  and  con¬ 
versation,  but  by  manly  and  determined  perse¬ 
verance,  you  will  find  all  difficulties  diminish  and  ! 
disappear — you  will  enjoy  the  ennoblingconscious-  j 
ness  of  having  overcome,  and  not  having  yielded,  j 
basely,  to  obstacles  in  the  path  which  conscience  j 
and  right  reason  prescribed  and  approved — and, 
lastly,  ye  will  have  formed  for  yourselves  a  most 
valuable  and  profitable  habit.  Persevere  then, 
do  persevere. 

Whatever  your  hands  may  find  to  do — what¬ 
ever  may  be  the  employment  in  which  you  first 
engage,  1  shall  presume  that  the  next  occupation 
of  your  minds,  will  in  general,  consist  of  medita¬ 
tions  u|<on  some  subject  of  a  sacred,  serious  or 
Scriptural  kind.  Your  own  thoughts  may  sug¬ 
gest  one — or  you  may  repeat  to  yourselves  some 
passage  of  Scripture— or  you  may  read  of  the 
sacred  writings  some  few  words  or  a  larger  por¬ 
tion,  in  order  to  find  therein  a  subject  of  morning 
meditation.  I  have  found  it  a  good  practice  to  se¬ 
lect  a  subject  on  the  previous  evening,  either  from 
my  reading,  my  trains  of  thought,  or  some  por¬ 
tion  of  Scripture.  When  a  subject  is  thus  fixed 
upon,  before  morning  with  its  many  avocations  1 
and  calls  for  thought  does  arrive,  a  great  deal  of  j 
otherwise  wasted  time  is,  generally,  saved  from  jj 
being  consumed  in  unsuccessful  atttempts  to  se-  !| 
lect  or  fix  upon  any  one  out  of  a  number  of  themes  ll 
of  thought.  If  you  have  found  your  time  thus  'j 
fruitlessly  and  vexaiiously  employed  in  endeavor-  |l 
ing  to  select  a  s'ubject,  try  my  plan  of  fixing  upon  jj 
your  tojtic  for  moining  meditation  upon  the  [tre- ! 
ceding  evening.  Take,  for  instance,  one  of  the 
bonks  of  the  New  Testament,  an<l  go  through  it ! 
by  reading  successively  small  paragraphs  or  other  j 
portions,  every  day.  From  your  day’s  reading  j 
you  will  always  be  able  to  find,  at  evening,  some  ! 
subject  for  your  next  day’s  cogitation.  ' 

There  can  not  be  a  more  suitable  preparation  | 
for  your  meditating  upon  the  contents  of  the  Bi-  ! 
hie — that  i«,  the  hook  of  books— than  the  mood  of 
mind  with  which  I  would  have  you  endeavor  to 
commence  each  day.  For  we  never  derive  from 
a  perusal  of  the  Sariptures,  such  a  blissful  and  be¬ 
neficial  influence  as  when  we  approach  them  in 
R  solemn,  serene  and  prayerful  mood.  It  is  a ! 
good  and  a  seemly  custom,  inherited,  I  presume,  j 
from  our  pious  and  Puritan  fathers,  and  which  you  I 
may  sometLnes  witness  in  some  truly  devout  and  jj 
simple-hearted  family,  to  preface  the  reading  of  j 
the  Scriptures  at  the  morning  and  evening  sacri¬ 
fice,  with  a  brief  invocation  of  Jehovah’s  blessing. 
When  I  witness  this  antiquated  but  venerable 
usage,  my  heart  fills  with  holiest  thoughts.  We  j 
know  such  to  have  been  the  custom  with  pious  I 
men,  and  we  have  on  record  many  invitations  and  I 
recommenilations  to  preface  our  consultations  of  j 
the  holy  Word,  with  a  solemn  invocation  of  the 
holy  Spirit.  “If  any  one  lack  wisdom,  let  him  | 
ask  of  God,  who  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  end  ' 
upbraidetli  not.’’  Considering  the  great  impor-  j 
tance  of  the  truths  which  we  find  most  clearly  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  oracles  of  God — of  the  unity  of  ■ 
God — '-if  his  relation  to  us  as  a  Father — of  life  and  ; 
iminorlality  beyond  the  grave,  and  of  many  other  j 
truths,  it  would  w'ell  become  us  to  discipline  our  j 
hearts  to  a  devout  veneration  and  gratilurle  to  God 
for  our  acquaintance  with  these  ennobling  and  con- 
•oling  lessorrs.  Think  often  of  the  advantages 
which  have  been,  or  may  be  derived  from  the 
truths  of  revelation,  and  you  will  gradually  in¬ 


crease  in  your  gratitude  to  God  for  making  us  ac¬ 
quainted  with  them,  and  likewise  in  yourhigiily 
valuing  nnd  deeply  loving  those  pages  in  whicli 
they  are  recorded.  It  has  been  beautifully  said  : — 

“  Go,  visit  a  desolate  widow  wiili  consolatioti,  and 
help,  anil  fatherhood  of  her  orphan  children — do 
it  again  and  again— and  your  presence,  the  sound 
of  your  approaching  fiKitstep,  the  soil  utterance  of 
your  voice,  the  very  mention  of  your  nairic,  shall 
come  to  dilate  her  heart  with  a  fulness  which  de¬ 
fies  her  tongue  to  titter,  hut  speaks  by  tiie  tokens 
of  a  swimming  eye,  and  clasped  hands,  and  fer-  | 
vent  ejaculations  to  Heaven  upon  your  head  !  No  i 
less  copious  acknowledgement  to  God,  the  author  1 
of  our  •  well-being,  atid  tlie  fatlier  of  our  better 
hopes,  ouglit  we  to  feel  when  his  Word  discirsetli  j 
to  us  tlie  excess  of  his  love.”  Endeavor,  then,  to 
become  more  deeply  sensible  of  the  advantages 
accruing  from  the  revelations  and  the  lessons  re¬ 
corded  in  the  Bible,  and  you  will  come  to  its  pe¬ 
rusal  in  a  tnorc  grateful,  attentive  and  inquiring 
frame  of  mind.  Coming  to  read  in  such  a  state 
of  feel'ng,  you  will  hardly  read  in  vain  and  with¬ 
out  profit.  And  the  result  of  cultivating  such  sen¬ 
timents,  and  of  frequent  peiusols  of  llic  sacred 
records  under  their  influence,  will  be,  that  it  may 
be  said  of  yon,  nearly  as  Paul  said  of  Timothy, 
to  wit,  th.nt  from  the  age  of  childhood  ye  have 
known  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  have  found  that 
they  are  able  to  make  you  wise  unto  salvation. 

The  lesson  which  I  am  now  desirous  of  teach¬ 
ing  you — the  practice  which  I  am  endeavoring  to 
enforce,  will  recommend  itself  to  your  approval 
and  adoption,  if  you  will  try  such  an  experiment 
as  I  now  suggest  to  you.  Some  morning  or  eve¬ 
ning,  sit  down  to  a  perusal  of  a  portion  of  God’s 
word  without  having  set  apart  any  moments  fur  j 
devout  antf  solemn  thought — without  any  sense  of 
the  greatness  of  revealed  truths — without  gratitude 
to  your  Father  in  heaven — without  any  prayer 
for  profit  and  (iractical  application — with  your 
feelings  unattiined,  hot  and  hurried,  perhaps  from  j 
business,  conversation  or  nmu«oiriont,  amt  com¬ 
pare  the  fruits  and  impressions  of  such  an  inter¬ 
view  with  those  which  follow  from  one  condurted 
in  the  matiner  I  have  indicated.  This  compari¬ 
son  titade  by  yourselves  will  impresstipon  you  all 
that  I  have  been  trying  to  enforce.  You  can  not 
rise  from  such  a  consultation  of  God’s  word  with¬ 
out  feeling,  that  though  the  page  has  been  o[»en 
before  you,  you  have  brought  little  away  with 
you;  the  words  being  hardly  understood  by  the 
intellect,  and  not  having  made  any  impression 
upon  the  afl'ections  or  the  conscience.  “  Its  ac- 1| 
cents  are  drowned  in  tlie  noise  which  liath  tint  yet  ji 
sultsidcd  within  the  breast.”  Taught  by  yoiiri 
own  experience,  and  reminded  by  those  who  woulil  j 
love  to  sec  you  prosper,  endeavor  to  bring  your| 
minds  into  a  com|>osed,  collected  and  reverential 
frame  before  you  read,  or  meditate  upon  the  con-| 
tents  of  the  s.acrcd  records.  And  may  your  souls  j 
“  flourish  with  the  fruits  cf  righteousness  from  the  • 
seed  of  the  Word,  which  livelh  and  abidclh  for¬ 
ever”  ! 

To  hear  such  glad  tidings  of  his  beloved  grand¬ 
children,  would  verily  gladden  the  heart  of  i 


For  ihr  anit  Aitrocau-  !i 

I 

INCIDENTS  OF  REAL  LIFE.  I 

BT.  MRS.  S.  BROUGHTON.  I 

“  Pray,  Mrs.  F.,  did  you  attend  the  meeting  the  j 
other  day,”  saiti  Mrs.  M.,  a  lady  of  great  piety,  soj 
called,  to  one  of  her  neighbors,  a  woman  of  great 
gooilncss  of  heart,  though  making  no  parfictilar 
pretensions  to  sanctity.  “  I  did,  madatn,”  was 
the  reply. 

Mrs.  M.  .Km]  how’ d^id  you  like  the  discourse  ? 

I  hear  this  teacher  of  new-fangleil  (hx^trines  is 
preaching  sinners  to  heaven  in  fine  style.  Really, 

I  wonder  how  people  of  sense  can  approbate  such 
devices  of  the  devil ! 

Mrs.  F.  I  tliought  the  discourse  an  instructive 
one ;  but  if  people  could  once  be  convinced  that  it 
w’as  a  device  of  satan,  very  few  would  counte¬ 
nance  it.  I  heard  nothing  said  about  sinners  going  * 


to  heaven,  though  the  preacher  spake  in  thrilling 
strains  of  the  great  love  of  Him,  who  sent  his  only 
Son  into  the  world  to  die,  the  just  for  the  unjust, 
that  he  might  reconcile  the  world  to  Gtsl.  O,  I 
w’ish  you  had  heard  hint  proclaim  the  glad  tidings 
of  peace  nnd  salvation  to  those  who  were  sitting  in 
the  darkness  of  sin,  nnd  the  shadow  of  spiritual 
death  ;  and  invite  them  to  forsake  the  paths  of 
wickedness,  where  serpents  ever  hiss  and  snares 
beset  them  on  every  side,  and  come  totheTountain 
of  living  waters,  nnd  walk  in  the  higliway  of  holi¬ 
ness,  where  nothing  cnnariiioy — wheiethe  radiant 
beants  of  the  ,Sun  of  Righteousness  shine  through 
the  clouds  of  frailty  and  error,  gilding  the  dark 
horizon  of  time,  and  f*pening  to  the  sorrowing  spi¬ 
rit, a  vista  of  immortal  glory,  far  beyond  thegluomy 
waters  cftlcatli. 

Mrs.  M.  I  seriously  think  that  the  adversary  t)f 
souls  helps  you  Universnlists  lo  gloss  over  tit* 
Scriptures  to  your  own  liking. 

Mrs.  F.  I  am  so  stupid  that  I  can  not  sec  whera 
it  needs  glossing  over  lo  favor  our  doctrine.  Tha 
plan  of  Jcliovah  is  drawn  as  plain,  I  think,  as  it 
need  be,  from  Genesis  lo  Revelation.  As  lo  th* 
devil’s  being  our  helper,  I  can  not  see  any  pro¬ 
priety  in  his  leaching  us  to  raise  the  banner  against 
liimself.  He  must  be  possessed  of  a  far  belter  dis¬ 
position  than  your  teachers  give  him  credit  for,  if 
lie  volunteers  to  help  those  who  pay  him  so  liiila 
respect. 

Mrs.  M.  Well,  w'c’l,  I  did  not  wish  to  get  intn 
a  debate  with  you.  I  confess  the  doctrine  is  plead¬ 
ing  lo  my  heart,  and  if  its  believers  were  pious, 
and  lived  up  lo  the  duties  of  religion,  1  should  b* 
inclined  to  examine  the  d(x:trine  more  thoroughly  ; 
hut  they  are  such  scoflers,  that  1  can  not  think 
their  creed  a  pure  one. 

Mrs.  F.  Tliere  is  the  old  objection,  again  !  and  it 
has  lost  none  of  its  force.  I  acknowledge  that  out 
members  fall  far  short  of  their  great  Pattern,  but 
perhaps  if  they  could  see  the  pure  anil  living  prin- 
•dplea  of  the  Gospel  enforced  by  a  living  example, 
they  miglit  beleil  to  put  away  the  worksof  the  old 
man,  and  become  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their 
mind.  And  ns  you  doubtless  consider  your  r  reed 
a  pure  one,  will  you  point  me  lo  some  one  wlio 
may  be  taken  as  a  standard  ? 

Mrs.  M.  O,  no,  I  did  not  intend  to  intimate  that 
our  cimreh  members  were  more  perfect  than  oth¬ 
ers.  They  are  remiss  in  almost  all  the  duties  of 
a  Christian,  wiib  slianie  I  confess  it. 

Mrs.  F.  And  doyoucliargeiheirfailingstotheir 
creeds  t 

Mrs.  M.  No,  I  think  it  proceeds  from  their  own 
wicked  heart.s,  and  their  giving  away  to  the  temp¬ 
tations  that  surround  them. 

Mrs.  F.  And  who  gave  them  these  wicked 
hearts,  and  placed  them  in  the  midst  of  tciiipia- 
tions  ? 

Mrs.  M.  Now  I  will  not  answer  you,  for  you 
are  dealing  in  catches. 

Mrs.  F.  But  will  you  not  tell  me,  then,  who  ar* 
the  sniffers  you  speak  of? 

Mrs.  M.  Why  there  is  Mr.  A.;  he  does  not 
allow  his  children  to  go  to  Sunday  school,  and  li* 
ridicules  our  prayer  meetings  and  anxious  seats, 
and  every  means  we  have  adopted  for  saving  souls. 
And  there  is  Mrs.  B.,  ton;  she  says  she  thinks  it 
sinful  for  her  to  attend  our  meetings;  she  will  no* 
help  people  lo  go  to  meeting,  and  refuses  to  ac- 
commorlale  those  who  ronie  to  protracted  meetings. 

Mrs.  F.  Well,  I  do  not  blame  Mrs.  B.  for  her 
feelings.  She  is  a  woman  that  v.orks  for  what  sh* 
has,  and  six  years  ago,  when  it  first  became  fash¬ 
ionable  fitr  Calvinists,  ns  well  as  Methodists,  to 
spend  a  week  or  fortnight  at  a  lime,  from  their 
needed  labors,  in  preiendfd  service  of  the  Lord  ; 
she  had  her  share  of  the  company,  nnd  did  not 
complain;  although  then  a  strong  Universalis*. 
A  few  weeks  after  this,  I  called  on  her  u|>on  Sim- 
dny,  knowing  she  was  sick,  with  two  sick  chil¬ 
dren— her  two  youngest,  the  eldest  of  whom  had 
not  been  expected  lo  live  from  one  liour  to  another, 
for  a  week.  It  died  the  next  Tuesday,  when  her 
infant  was  a  week  old.  I  found  her  alone,  unabU 
to  rise  from  her  pillow,  a  sick  babe  upon  either 
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side,  one  of  ihem  a  niere  connecting  link  between 
life  and  death.  She  was  alone,  except  her  hus¬ 
band,  and  had  been,  through  the  day.  Her  help 
would  not  ^tiiy  at  home,  because  they  were  just 
converted,  and  must  of  course  go  to  meeting. 
“  Well,”  says  she,  “  I  am  hmely,  but  not  cast 
down — my  trust  in  the  Lord  is  stronger  than  ever. 
Friend  after  friend,  and  relative  after  relative,  have 
called  ill  to  see  if  we  were  alive  ;  but,  O,  the  world 
is  going  mad  with  revivals!  Every  one  must  go 
to  bear  the  cliaraeter  of  Deity  blasphemed  by  his 
creatures,  while  the  sick  and  the  dying  are  left 
alone  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  or  to  the  care  of 
whatever  wicked  Universalist  may  happen  to  call ! 
But  the<e  bitter  trials  are  not  uiimixed  with  sweet¬ 
ness.  They  show  me  how  much  better  is  my 
faith,  than  that  which  dries  up  the  genial  springs 
ofhuinan  sytnpalhy,  and  renders  its  votaries  harsh, 
cruel  and  partial,  as  the  GinI  they  worship.  O,  if 
they  couhi  feel  how  glorious  is  this  hope,  they 
would  forsake  their  idols,  and  return  to  the  living 
God,  who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men;  who  is  the 
Father  of  the  spirits  of  all  flesh,  and  watches  with 
parental  care  over  the  welfare  of  his  oflspring; 
and  who,  though  they  may  stray  far  away  from ! 
his  precepts,  into  the  paths  of  sin  and  consequent  I 
misery,  will  yet  redeem  them  from  iiji(|uity,  and 
bring  them* home  to  Zion  with  songs  and  everlast- 
ing  joy  ujioti  their  heads,  for  the  Lord  hath  spo¬ 
ken  it.” 

Mrs.  M.  I  must  acknowledge,  that  it  was  un¬ 
christian  treatment;  yes,  it  was  inhuman  to  leave 
her  alone— -even  if  she  had  been  well— with  the 
prnbability  of  having  to  close  her  child's  eyes  in 
utter  solitude,  without  the  jiresence  or  sympathy 
of  one  friend.  Indeed,  if  I  thought  revivals  tended 
to  make  people  neglectful  of  their  duties  to  one 
another,  1  could  not  uphold  them. 

Mrs.  F.  You  will  find  it  to  be  the  case  every 
where,  if  you  take  theirouble  to  examine.  I,  my¬ 
self,  have  known  people  in  the  performance  of  what 
they  called  duly,  gather  together  a  week’s  provi¬ 
sions  and  leave  their  liomns  fhi  «»  camp-meeting, 
some  twenty  miles  distant ;  and  leave  tlieii  young 
children  alone,  to  fare  as  they  could — to  illlreat 
one  another  in  iheirchildish  difiTerences — to  mourn 
for  their  mothers  when  the  darkness  of  night  closes 
around  them,  and  cry  themselves  to  sleep,  and 
when  morning  dawns,  to  arise  dejected  and  lonely! 
Arc  these  the  precepts  of  the  religion  of  Jesus?  Is 
this  the  fond  care  of  a  mother  fur  her  children  ? 

Mrs.  M.  No,  no,  Mrs.  F.,  this  is  not  right.  But 
I  can  not  converse  longer  now,  as  I  am  iu  a  hurry. 
I  wish  you  good  iitorning. 

For  lh«  MaCAtiM  and  Advocatt. 

ENTHUSIASM. 

Br.  Grosh — The  following  description  of  enthu¬ 
siasm  is  respectfully  submitted  for  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  reader.  He  will  notice  the  contrast  be¬ 
tween  it,  and  the  teachings  of  Christ  and  his  pri¬ 
mitive  followers.  By  a  careful  examination  of 
those  teachings,  he  will  clearly  perceive  that  while 
they  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  “sincere,  fervent 
ana  heartfelt  piety  to  Goil,”  they  also  insisted  that 
that  piety  should  he  “chastened  and  controlled  by 
humility  and  discretion,”  and  “  without  any  aflec- 
tation  of  raptnrons  ecslacyor  extravagant  lervor.” 
If  the  learned  author  has  given  a  true  description 
of  enthusiasm,  we  arc  confident  that  no  Universal¬ 
ist  will  longer  claim  the  appellation.  J.  T.  G. 

“  The  characteristics  of  enthusiasm  or  fanati¬ 
cism,  are,  a  blind  credulity',  in  consequence  of 
wliich  its  subject  is  led  to  imagine  himself  always 
to  be  the  favorite  of  Heaven,  and  actuated  by  di¬ 
vine  inspiration  ;—  disorder  and  contradiction  in 
the  religious  system  projnised  by  the  enthusiast; 
and  obscurity  and  absurdity  in  his  expositiori  of  it, 
accompanied  with  dictatorial  posiiivencss,  requi¬ 
ring  an  implicit  credence  of  his  pretensions,  or  at 
least  on  grounds  as  vain  and  delusive  as  those 
which  have  satisfied  himself; — a  morose,  unsocial, 
and  severe  system  of  morality ;— and  a  contempt 
of  all  written  revelation.  But  none  of  these  cha¬ 
racteristics  is  to  be  traced  in  the  character  or  wri- 
tinga  of  the  apostles.  They  became  the  disciplea 


<>f  Jesus  Christ  upon  rational  cr>nviclinn,  not  upon 
I  internal  persuasion  alone,  but  on  the  irrefragible 
I  evidence  of  clear  and  stupendous  miracles,  proofs 
j  submitted  to  their  senses,  and  approved  by  their 
reason,  which  enthusiasm  could  not  have  counter¬ 
feited,  and  never  wt)uld  have  required;  and  at 
every  step  of  their  progress,  as  their  faith  was 
called  to  signalize  itself  by  new  exertions,  or  to 
sustain  new  trials,  it  was  liirtified  hy  new  proofs. 
The  slowness  and  caution  with  which  the  a|M)«iles 
received  the  fact  of  their  Lord’s  resurrection  from 
the  dead,  fully  exempt  them  from  all  suspicion  of 
i  being  the  nupes  of  deUision  and  credulity. — 
j  Throughout  their  various  writings,  the  utmost  im- 
parliuliiy,  sobriety,  modesty  and  humility  prevail, 
j  in  the  most  frank  and  artless  manner  liiey  do  that 
I  which  cinhusiastics  never  do;  they  record  their 
own  mistakes,  follies,  and  faults,  and  those  of 
very  serious  magnitude,  acknowledged  to  be  such 
j  by  themselves,  and  severely  censured  by  their 
I  Master.  No  example  of  this  nature  can  be  fiund 
I  in  the  whole  history  of  enthusiasm,  and  no  other 
I  such  example  in  the  whole  history  of  man.  En- 
|thusiasts,  also,  in  all  their  preaching  and  conver¬ 
sation  on  religious  subjects,  pour  out  with  eager¬ 
ness  the  dictates  of  passion  and  imagination;  and 
never  attempt  to  avail  themselves  of  the  facts  or 
arguments  on  which  reason  delights  to  rest. — 
Strong  pictures,  vehement  cfluslons  of  passion, 
violent  exclamations,  loudly  vociferated  and  im¬ 
periously  enjoined  as  objects  of  implicit  faith  and 
obedience,  constitute  the  sum  and  substance  of 
their  addressesto  mankind.  They  themselves  be¬ 
lieve,  because  they  believe,  and  know,  because 
they  know;  their  couvictinn,  instead  of  being  (as 
it  ought  to  he)  the  result  of  evidence,  is  the  result 
of  feeling  merely.  Ifaiiy  oneattempu  to  persuade 
them  that  they  are  in  error,  by  reasoning,  facts, 
and  proofs,  they  regard  him  with  a  mixture  of 
pity  and  contempt,  for  weakly  opposing  his  twi¬ 
light  probabilities  to  their  noun-day  certainty,  and 
for  preposterously  laboring  to  illumine  the  sun 
with  a  taper.  How  contrary  is  all  this  to  ihecon- 
nu«-t  of  »i.o  nunstles.  When  a  proof  of  Oieir  mis¬ 
sion  or  doctrine  was  of  them,  they  ap¬ 

pealed  instantly  and  invariably  to  arguments, 
facts  and  miracles.  These  convinced  mankind 
then,  and  they  produce  the  same  conviction  note. 
The  lapse  of  more  than  seventeen  centuries  has 
detected  them  in  no  error,  and  in  no  degree  enfee¬ 
bled  their  strength.  Tlicir  discourses  were  then, 
and  are  now  the  must  noble,  rational  and  satisfac¬ 
tory  discourses  on  moral  and  religious  subjects, 
ever  witnessed  by  mankind.  There  is  not  one 
single  instance  in  them  all,  in  which  belief  is  de¬ 
manded  oo  any  other  grounds  th.'tn  these  ;  and  on 
these  grounds  it  is  always  rightfully  demanded  ; 
but  on  these  grounds  it  is  never  demanded  by 
enthusiasts.  There  is  not  in  the  world  a  stronger 
contrast  to  the  preaching  of  enthusiasts,  than  that 
of  Christ  and  his  apostles.” — Home’s  Intniduction, 
Philadelphia  edition,  1836,  vol.  1,  page  63. 

REMARKS. 

Mr.  Home  seems  to  consider  enthnsiasni  and  fanati¬ 
cism  as  words  of  precisely  the  same  meaning,  and  that 
may  be  used  interchangeably,  which  is  not  the  fact. — 
Anciently  they  were  considered  neater  in  meaning,  than 
at  present;  but  even  then  there  was  this  difference. 
EnthU'iasis  (Greek,  EtUhomiastai,  from  £N,iu,aiid  The- 
os,  God,)  were  those  supposed  to  have,  or  pretending  to 
divine  inspiration.  Fanatics, (Latin, /anotici,  from/aiui 
the  temples  iu  which  they  spent  nearly  their  whole  time) 
were  those  who  manifested  their  supposed  or  pretended 
inspiration  by  outward  singular  con  luct.  Visionaries 
(from  visions)  manifested  the  same  by  singular  doctrines. 
See  Crabbe's  Synonyms. — Hence  even  anciently,  en¬ 
thusiasts  were  not  always  fanatics  nr  visionaries,  though 
visionaries  and  fanatics  were  always  eutliusiasU ;  even 
as  u  bird  is  not  always  a  goose,  though  a  goose  is  always 
a  bird. 

But  the  present  general  meaning  of  enthusiasts,  iaone 
wlio  manifests  nnnsnal  fervor  and  earnestneta  in  the 
proaecntion  or  pursait  of  any  object — who  lends  his  im¬ 
agination  to  bis  feelings.  Whereas  a  fanatic  it  more 


I  properly  one  wfio  liends  his  feelings  andjodginenttO  Ut 
imagination.  Enthusiasm  is  heat  of  imagination;  ele¬ 
vation  of  fancy ;  ardent  zeal — fanaticism  is  wild  or  ex¬ 
cessive  enlliusiasui ;  religious  or  superstitious  frenzy— 
a  degree  beyond  enthusiosai.  At  least,  such  appears  to 
me  the  difference  between  the  modern  nse  of  the  two 
terms ;  and  if  so,  Horne  u  so  far  incorrect  in  the  forego¬ 
ing  extract.  A.  B.  Q. 

For  th«  MaSaiiiic  «nd  Ailvocat*. 

EVANGELIST. 

Hr.  Grosii — I  would  be  happy  to  receive  from 
Br.  “  AjMrllos,”  some  explanation  respecting  one  of 
his  personages  described  in  a  late  number  of  this 
p.nper.  It  would  seem  from  his  xioids,  (I  do  not 
say  from  tlie  general  tenor  and  apparent  spirit  of 
the  article,)  that  he  designed  to  hold  op  to  ridicule 
those  preachers  of  the  Gospel  who  are  itinerants. 
Else,  why  did  he  mount  an  “itinerant  evangelist” 
upon  his  swift  siced,  shot)  with  steel  shoes,  corked 
with  gun-flints?  I  consider  the  profession  of  an 
evangelist,  alias  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  by  no 
means  a  fit  subject  fur  ridicule ;  and  none  the  more 
so,  for  his  being  an  itinerant.  “Go  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  Gospel,”  was  the  injunctioD 
of  our  Lord  to  his  d'sciples.  Waslliere  any  thing 
ridiculous  in  their  doing  so?  Evangelists  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  Acts  xxi :  8,  Eph.  iv  ;  11.  Why  hold 
even  the  name  up  to  derision?  Especially,  why 
use  an  evangelical  magazine  for  this  pur|K)se  ?  Be¬ 
sides,  1  have  never  learned  that  itinerant  preach¬ 
ers  ate  any  more  generally  unworthy  men  than 
those  are  who  are  stationary.  Why  ridicule  them 
above  all  others  ?  But,  perhaps,  there  is  some  error 
of  the  press  here.  I  should  like  to  know. 

_  PuiLiP. 

For  tbo  MMauno  tml  Ailvucott. 

INSTRUMENTAL  MUSIC. 

There  is  nothing  that  so  shocks  the  feelings  of 
some  good  and  excellent  people,  as  the  thought  of 
having  bass  viols,  organs,  etc.,  introduced  into  tlis 
sariciiiary  for  the  purpose  of  praising  Him  whoa* 
name  alone  is  excellent.  The  Psalmist  David, 
the  sweet  singer  of  Israel,  who  w'as,  iu  very  many 
respects,  a  man  alter  God’s  own  heart,  and  who 
pntbably  knew  as  well  what  was  becoming  tbo 
sanctuary  as  any  at  the  present  day,  thought  and 
expressed  himself  very  differently.  In  calling 
upon  the  people  of  the  earth,  both  young  men  and 
maidens,  old  men  and  children  to  praise  the  Lord, 
his  language  is,  “  Praise  God  in  his  sanctuary. 
Praise  him  for  his  mighty  works.  Praise  him 
with  the  sound  of  the  irutnpet:  praise  him  with 
the  psaltery  and  harp.  Praise  him  with  the  tim¬ 
brel  :  praise  him  with  stringed  instruments  and  oa- 
OAJts.”  Surely  if  the  Psalmist  could  thus  call 
upon  mankind  to  firai.se  the  Lord,  there  can  be  no 
harm  in  our  following  the  injunction.  In  follow¬ 
ing  his  precepts  there  can  be  “  no  mistake.” 

David. 

We  give  the  following  withont  comment.  It  is  at  aB 
times  a  painful  duty  to  {.  '''lish  such  things,  bnt  we  un¬ 
derstand  that  the  public  excitement  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Hamilton  require  it— even  in  justice  to  Mr.  McCabe, 
as  minor  has  not  hesitated  to  charge  him  with  actual 
crime,  from  which,  it  will  be  seen,  the  Tiusteesexpresa- 
ly  clear  him.  A.  B.  G. 

Ilaailtos,  March  S7, 1037. 

Br.  A.  B.  Grosh — It  ia  with  regret  that  wc  feel 
impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty,  not  only  to  ourselves, 
but  for  the  cause  of  truth  which  we  profess  to  es¬ 
pouse,  to  lay  before  the  public  the  cause  which 
induced  us  to  discharge  the  Rev.  A.  F.  McCabe. 
His  conduct  and  character,  particularly,  ns  a  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Gospel  of  rc-concilialion,  is  loo  far  be¬ 
neath  that  of  our  Saviour,  “  wlio  went  about  do¬ 
ing  good,”  and  who  “was  tempted  in  all  points 
like  unto  his  brethren,  yet  without  sin.” 

We  do  not,  however,  say  that  be  was  guilty  of 
any  tangible  act,  in  itself  considered,  which  was 
very  criminal,  however  improper  a r>d  amorous  it 
might  appear.  Yet  we  feel  coostrained  to  say  to 
to  the  public  notwitbstanding,  hia  fair  abilitiaa. 
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evangelical  magazine  and  gospel  advocate. 


that  a  reforniaiion  is  aclLully  necessary  to  qualify 
him  to  preach  by  example,  us  well  as  by  precept. 

We  do  not  however  leel  dis|>o8ed,  harshly  to  re¬ 
buke  Br.  McCabe,  but  would  entreat  him  as  a 
father  to  set  a  double  guard  over  the  natural  pro¬ 
pensities  to  which  hiiinan  nature  is  subject;  and 
80  demean  himself  that  he  may  be  respected  by 
man,  and  approved  by  God. 

Yours  in  brotherly  love, 

Klisiia  Fulleb, 

Lewis  Preston, 
Horace  Usher, 

Trustees  of  the  Fjrst  Universalist  society  in  the 
town  of  ilamillou  and  vicinity. 


MAGAZINE  AND  advocate. 

A  B.  OKOSH,  o.  SKINSEIt,' AMI  S.  It.  SMITH,  EOITORS. 

UTICA.  FRIDAY,  APRIL  21,  IKIT. 


bear  assuciutiiig  tiierewiih  and  repeating  involuntarily,  |,  they  were  in  their  first  pastor.  Alt  the  preachers  they 
the  names  of  Henry,  Washington,  Lee,  and  a  lung  cata.  have  statedly  employed  have  been  Unitarians  of  the 
logue  of  worthy  Virginia  patriots,  who  look  conspicuous 'I  Cambridge  school.  Most  of  them — and  tor  aught  I 
parts  ill  bringiug  about,  and  successfully  carrying  know,  all — were  men  of  learning,  talents  and  piety;  but 
through,  ilie  struggle  of  these  then  infant  colonies  for  ||  neither  of  them  was  Br.  Pitkin,  nor  could  makegood 


tlieir  Independence.  But  as  I  am  no  politician,  1 
foibear  pursuing  the  train  of  ideas  that  to  such  an  one  ; 
would  be  likely  to  ,arise  in  the  mind,  and  return  from  | 
this  digression. 


bis  place.  For  though  they  preached  Uuitarianism  in 
refined  and  scholastic  discourses,  they  did  not  preach  the 
doctrine  of  the  “  restitution  of  all  things  which  God  hath 
spoken  by  tiie  moulb  ofhi.sboly  prophets  since  the  world 


The  city  is  regularly  and  well  laid  out,  and  generally  ||  began."  They  not  only  did  not  preach  the  dotlritie,  but 
well  built.  There  are  many  elegant  and  rich  houses,  if  1  am  rightly  informed,  they  preached  against  it,  or  in 
and  some  very  splendid  u-ausioiis,  with  elegant  grounds  ^  such  a  manner  as  to  be  understood  to  oppose  the  doc- 
and  princely  gaidens  about  litem.  The  river,  for  some  i  trine  ond  iiaiue  of  Uiiivcrsalism  and  spoke  of  the  rociely 
miles  above  here,  begi.is  to  descend  considerably,  and '  and  church  e.vciiisively  as  Unitarian.  This  of  course 
pouring  along  in  its  course  over  a  rocky  bed  and  among  '  disalTecicd  and  grieved  Uie  Universalis!  part  (the  inajoii. 
I  many  islands,  its  roaring  though  not  loud,  makes  ever-!:  ly)  of  the  congregation.  Moreover,  1  have  understood 
lasting  music  for  the  city.  Below,  it  gradually  bends  /  that  one  or  two  Universalist  preachers  came  through 
aruitiid  to  the  South,  and  gently  and  silently  meandering  .  the  place  in  their  jouinics,  and  preached  w  hen  the  so- 
througli  a  fertile  valley,  shows  its  glassy  surface  for  se-f  ciety  was  destitute,  and  those  who  called  themselves  ex- 


THIRU  LETTER  FROM  HR.  SKINNER. 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  Iltb,  1837. 

Bra.  Grosh  and  Hutchisson — In  my  last,  1  brought 
my  journal  up  only  to  the  period  of  my  arrival  in  this 
city,  promising  in  a  siibseqiieiit  communication  to  say 
.something  more  particular  in  refereuce  to  the  place, 
the  people,  and  the  cause  of  truth.  I  now  proceed  to 
redeem  that  promise. 

The  country,  for  some  distance  north  of  this,  tlirougli 
which  I  passed,  is  generally  poor,  unproductive  and  iin- 
interestiiig;  with  large  tracts  uncleared  and  poorly  tim¬ 
bered  ;  with  here  and  there  a  plantalion,  which  I  should 
judge  would  yield  little  mere  than  enough  to  pay  for 
cultivation  ;  the  dwellings  of  the  owners,  though  decent 
and  comfortable,  by  no  means  clogaiil,  yet  strongly  con¬ 
trasting  with  the  humbler  cabins  and  cottages  of  the 
slaves,  with  which  they  are  surrounded.  But  on  ap¬ 
proaching  tho  city  and  cnniiiig  in  view  of  the  noble 
James  river,  the  scene  i.s  very  materially  changed — the 
prospect  brightens,  and  more  enlivening  and  promising 
objects  meet  tlic  eye.  Tboiigli  theie  is  some  poor  land 
in  Uie  tioighborhguil,  yet  generally  it  is  much  superior  to 
what  it  is  back  farther  from  the  river. 

The  city  is  very  beautifully  situated  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river,  on  elevated  gioiind  which  gradually  de¬ 
scends  for  sonif  distance,  till  it  reaches  the  water’s  edge. 

It  consists  of  two  parts,  tho  Fasterii  and  Western,  or  the 
older  and  newer  parts  of  the  town.  The  Kastern  is  sit- 1 
uated  on  old  Richmond  hill,  where  in  the  eaily  d.ays  of 
this  colony,  vast  multitudes  of  the  iinsnpccting  aborigi¬ 
nes  were  ranged  iii  order  before  the  British  cannon,  aud 
by  tlie  wily  and  subtle  pretensions  of  the  coinniandiiig 
ollicer,  made  to  believe  that  it  was  a  fftni  and  wonkl'soon 
speak  to  their  great  admiration  in  tones  of  thtiiider;  and 
by  an  equal  refinement  of  cruelty  and  injustice  combin¬ 
ed,  the  cannon  being  discharged,  swept  the  confiding 
Indians  with  the  besom  of  desliiictioD,  bv  scores  and 
even  by  hundreds,  to  instant  death;  iusomiich  tiiai  a 
small  strenui  issuing  fiuin  a  spring  just  above,  was  said 
to  have  been  discolored  with  their  blood  for  many  days 
afler  the  event.  The  tragic  scene  gave  to  the  stream 
the  name  of  Bl  'odg  run,  which  name  it  still  bears.  A 
considerable  part  of  the  city  is  now  watered  with  this 
very  stream. 

The  Western  and  by  far  the  largest  and  most  business 
part  of  the  city,  stands  on  another  hill  of  larger  extent. 
It  has  latterly  monopolized  pretty  much  all  the  business 
and  fashion  of  the  town,  in  etuiseqiience  of  which,  prop¬ 
erty  is  greatly  enhanced  here  in  value,  and  greatly  de¬ 
preciated  ill  the  F.asterii  part.  Here  stand  the  State 
House  of  Virginia,  the  City  Hall,  and  most  of  the  valua¬ 
ble  and  important  public  buildings.  The  State  House 
is  a  noble  edifice  and  makes  a  grand  appearance,  whe¬ 
ther  at  a  near  or  a  distant  view.  If  I  am  not  mistaken 
in  my  recollection  of  Jelferson’a  writings,  the  model  of 
the  building  was  furnished  by  tliat  distinguished  states¬ 
man  while  he  was  the  American  Minister  to  Fronce. 
At  the  lUontHNi  of  Jefferson’s  name,  in  a  letter  dated  at 
the  Capitol  of  the  “  Old  Dominion, **  one  can  hardly  for- 


veral  miles  ihioiigh  the  openings  of  clustering  vegetation  ’  cliisivcly  Uiiitaiiaiis  would  not  attend  their  meetings.— 
and  overhanging  trees  on  its  banks.  This  is  the  bead  Titus,  disaffection  and  division  ensued,  the  congregation 
of  tide  water  and  of  sloop  navigation  in  the  river;  and  '  dwindled  down  to  ns  few  as  twenty  or  thirty  hearers, 


vessels  of  large  burden  come  up  to  within  a  fe  w  miles. 
About  two  miles  below  here,  is  the  spot  where  the 


the  preachers  were  discouraged  and  left,  and  finally  the 
house  was  closed  lust  Fall,  and  had  nut  been  opened 


far-famed  and  justly  celebrated  Indian  princess,  poca- 1; ‘**'**^®’ I  fmind  tlieni  dispersed,  dispirited, 
hontas,  offered  herself  a  willitig  victim  to  the  execution- 1,  forlorn ;  and  within  a  hair’s  breadth  of  giv- 

er,  to  rescue  Capt.  Sniilli.  O  what  a  deed  was  that!  ii  ***^  *'P  selling  their  house. 


the  celebrated,  the  beloved  and  cherished  daughter  of 
the  great  chief  Puwliattan,  travels  alone  and  in  the  night. 


On  my  arrival,  notice  was  published  in  the  city  pa¬ 
pers  that  I  would  preach  nil  the  Sabbath  lollowing.  'rtie 


through  a  dreary  aud  unfrequented  wilderness,  a  dis- 1  congregation  in  tli?  morning  was  respectable  for  num- 
tance  of  sixty  miles,  and  arrives  on  the  morning  intend- 1  hers.  Our  friends  called  it  large  for  their  meeting, 
ed  fur  the  execution,  just  in  season  to  throw  herself  be- :  ihongh  wo  should  not  call  it  laigc  at  Utica.  In  the  af- 
tween  the  iipliffed  weapon  ol  death  and  the  victim,  (a  j!  teriioon  or  evening,  at  4  o’clock,  (for  our  afternoon  is 
leader  of  the  enemies  of  her  nation,)  and  snatches  him  :  their  crening  here  and  our  erening  at  the  North  is  their 

night  here,)  the  meeting  was  not  as  large  as  in  the  morn, 
iiig ;  though  our  friends  thought  it  quite  large  for  an 


from  the  very  jaws  of  destruction  !  Aud  tliis  was  the  act  i 
of  a  savage .'  Would  to  God  there  were  many  more  such  | 
acts  as  this  performed  by  those  who  bear  the  name  of  i,  evening  meeting. '  For  you  should  know  that  here  the 
Cbrisliaii!  But  meagerly  was  that  noble  princess  re- 1' people  have  been  accuslomcdio  but  oue  service  per  day. 


warded  for  her  generous  and  devoted  love  to  the  white 
man. 

With  the  intiubliuiiis  oi  tlie  city,  I  of  course,  have  not 
yet  had  time  to  form  an  extensive  and  intimate  acquain- 


Thoy  think  that  worshipidng  Ood  once  a  day,  is  quite  at 
I  much  as  iney  can  afford,  and  all  that  can  be  reasonably 
required  of  thtni. 

Last  Sunday  morning  the  congregation  was  not  only 


1  have  become  measurably  acquainted  with  a  1  respectable,  but  even  large— the  ebtireb  was  nearly  full 


few  of  them,  and  so  far  judge  them  to  be  a  hospitable, 
polite  and  intelligent  people.  Their  manners  and  cits- 


— and  all  seemed  to  enjoy  the  meeting  with  a  double 
relish.  Every  countenance  seemed  irradiated  w  ith  joy 


toms,  as  a  matter  of  course,  differ  somewhat  from  those  |:  “Hd  cheered  with  hope,  to  see  so  goodly  a  number  there, 
ol  the  North;  though  I  find  quite  a  number  of  Northern  j  and  such  an  appearance  of  earnest  engagement  in  the  ser- 
people  here.  With  regard  to  religious  matters,  there  is  j'  vices.  They  seemed  to  think  ibat  all  bope  of  a  resnsciia- 
nol  apparently  as  much  interest  felt  and  zeal  manifested,  j|  tion  of  our  languishing  cause  was  not  quite  extinct ;  but 
nor  are  they  as  inuchof  achurch  going  people  here,  as  at '  that  they  might  again  be  permitted  to  meet  in  their  own 
tho  North.  Yet  religious  prejudice  is  perhaps  as  deep  ii  consecrated  temple,  and  joyfully  and  harmoniously  wor- 


rooted  and  as  difficult  to  eradicate,  as  any  where  else. 
Indeed,  it  may  be  in  such  communities,  even  more  ditfi- 
ciill  to  iip-root  prejudice  aud  iraditioii,  because  opportu¬ 
nities  do  not  as  frequently  present,  as  in  those  of  a  differ-. 
I  ent  cast. 

1  The  church  here  in  which  I  have  preached  two  Sun- 
jdays,  is  entitled  the  “First  Independent  Christian 


jship  the  God  of  the  spirits  of  all  flesh.  The  afternoon 
I  meeting  was  imicli  better  attended  than  on  the  first  Siin- 
!  day,  and  I  do  verily  believe  the  people  bore  might  yet 
{  be  made  to  think  that  (trice  a  day  was  not  too  often  to 
I  meet  on  the  Sabbath  to  worship  the  universal  Father  and 
I  listen  to  the  joyful  tidings  of  a  world’s  snivntioii.  I  ex- 
!  pert  now  to  remain  here  two  Sundays  more,  and  I  pray 
Ctiurch  in  Richmond.”  It  was  built  by  the  united  cl-  ij  m  direct  and  bless  my  feeble  efforts  to  the  strength- 
forts  of  Universalists  aud  Unitarians,  who  mutually  |,  ning  of  the  things  tiuit  arc  ready  to  perish  in  this  city, 
agreed  to  unite  in  building  a  house  and  settling  a  preach-  jl  ji,a|  dig  (fiends  of  the  Redeemer  may  be  reunited  and 
er.  Ill  accordance  with  this  agreement,  when  the  house  jj  PI,, with  the  labors  of  an  oidigbtened  and  judicious 
was  ooiiipleted  and  dedicated,  aiiff  a  pastor  to  be  iiistaii-  j  vvlio  shall  go  in  and  out  before  tiicm,  declaring 


e<l.  Rev.  B.  Wbiiman,  a  Unitarian,  from  Mass,  and  Rev 
O.  A.  Skinner,  a  Universalist,  from  Baltimore,  were  in¬ 
vited  to  attend  and  unito  in  the  services,  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  done,  and  gave  general  satisfaction.  All  things 
went  on  prosperttnsly  and  harmoniously  under  the  pa.s 


;  the  undivided  unity  ofGod.and  tire  restitution  cf  all  things, 
through  tlie  merliation  of  his  Son.  Amen. 

My  general  health  conliniies  to  improve.  1  am  nearly 
well  now,  w  ith  the  exception  of  a  slight  cold,  which  I 


i  toral  labors  of  Br.  J.  B.  Pitkin,  w  ho  was  a  Uniiaria.,  ji  exposure  to  the  cool  sir  after 

!  preaching.  occa.<iotiiiig  a  little  soreiie.ss  of  the  throat.  I 


:  Universalist,  and  of  course  held  and  preached  the  senti 
i  menu  of  both  portions  of  the  society. 

About  two  years  since,  a  wise  and  inscrutable  Pruvi- 


;  am  new  almost  over  it. 

I  perceive  by  the  secular  papers  yon  have  had  a  great 


denee  saw  fit  to  remove,  by  death,  that  good  man,  Br.  i|  in  U lica.  I  most  Mriously  deplore  the  calamity ;  but 
Pitkin,  from  the  scenes  and  labors  of  earth,  to  a  better  ij  “""O'v  w'!l  not  retrieve  the  loss.  The  particulars  I  have 
world  beyond  tho  vale  of  death.  Since  then  the  society  'i  except  tli.at  it  was  in  the  lower  part  of  tlie  city. 


{ has  become  scaUeied  like  aheep  without  a  ahepiierd. 

'  Though  they  have  bad  coninderable  preacliing,  they 
I  have  not  heeu  as  united  and  happy  in  their  choice  as 


Who  the  suficrers  are  I  know  not. 

I  shaH  probably  write  you  again  ere  I  retunr. 
Yours  in  MhfuInM.  D.  Skii 


EVANGELICAL  M  A  G  A  Z  I  N  &-'A  N  D  G  O  S  P  E  L  ,  A  DV  O  C  AT  E. 


g  Yi:  39.  and  Advocate  for  two  year*,  (u  prererred  by  the  aotiior,)  Srscis. — It  becoinea  iwceaaary  again  to  remind  oar 

»  Aad  »Dto  him  that  •aiiteib  thee  on  the  ene  cheek,  offer  alio  «  awarded  to  a  brief  allegory  entitled  '•  A  Joamey  from  agenta  and  eubacriben.  that  apecie  should  never  be  re- 
other;  anil  him  that  takeih  away  thy  cloak, forbid  not  to  take  Infancy  to  Old  Age,"  by  Samuel  Jenkins,  of  Queens-  mitted  by  mail,  even  by  Post-masters ;  for  the  postage  in 


iSy  coat  alto." 

This  passage  and  its  context  lyts  been  thought  to  ex 


bury,  Warren  county.  -  all  cases  amounts  to  more  than  half,  and  frequently  te 

.\nd  the  Publishers  of  the  Magazine  and  Advocate  nearly  the  whole  amount  of  specie  enclosed.  We  have 


-  i_  1?  « I  r  a  1  .  el  aina  mo  i^uuiisuor*  UI  mo  musa^iiio  aiiu  nuTuvaic  iicaiiv  anv  ..wsv,  ws  ^ 

dude  se  e  cnee  t  e  rs  wo  nauro.  can  having  signified  their  intention  to  grant  to  the  authors  of  received  two  letters  within  a  few  days,  on  which  wo  were- 

it  does.  e  o  na  tire  an  e  o  re\c  each  of  the  other  tales,  a  fiee  subscription  to  their  paper  compelled,  to  pay  on  one,  fifty  cents  postage  on  seventy - 

areoiiean  t  e  samp  .mg.  at  ingisatoge  for  one  year,  the  committee  declined  deciding  on  their  five  cents,  and  on  the  other  fifty-six  cents  on  one  dollar, 

in  all  h.s  ways.  In  Ins  laws  there  can  be  no  contrad.c  J  WhetberourLegislatorswilleverprovide  meansforw- 

accordinc\rmv*’viewT  Such,  as  nearly  as  we  can  state  it,  is  the  verbal  and  m'tt'nf  ■"•»»  »'•“*  “»  Publishers  remains  to  be  seen; 

‘"'Ltaiiation  was  common  then,  as  it  now  is.  Men  informalreport  of  the  committee.  And  in  concluding  the  but  until  then  we  wish  our  agenU  to  retain  all  un-r^^^^^ 
were  too  apt,  on  the  slightest  injury,  to  suppose  evil  was  article  we  would  odd  the  expression  of  our  gratification  at  table  sums  in  eir  and*,  nn  i  ey  receive  more  fo.  ns, 
Laut,  and  to  retaliate  immediately  on  that  suppositton.  the  faithfulness  and  patience  with  which  they  went  orhavesome  other  opportunity  to  send.  G.  and  H. 
Jesus  condemns  this.  Sufler  the  second  injury  before  you  through  theirardiious  labor.  Thetalesoccupyabouttwen-  |p>  m,.  Gideon  Tullinan,  Sc’ipio,  Is  informed  that  his 
.decide.  Turn  the  other  check,  and  if  he  smites  you  on  ty  sheets  of  foolscap,  and  aboutthe  same  numberof  letter  paper  has  been  regularly  mailed  at  this  office ;  if  it  has 
that,  you  may  then  know  the  motive  of  the  aggressor. —  paper  in  all  upwards  of  forty  sheets  of  the  latter,  and  purloined  by  the  Post-master,  it  is  not  our  fault. 

If  he  lakes  your  cloak,  wait  and  see  whether  he  will  take  *»iall  form  three  classes  in  each  of  which  ore  several  tales,  have  sent  a  duplicate  copy  of  the  first  quarter,  but 

your  coat,  before  you  deem  him  an  enemy.  '"cty  nearly  so  equal  in  merit  as  to  render  decision  very  g|;ai|  expect  pay  for  it,  as  we  can  not  afford  sixty-five 

Partiality  also  was  prevalent  then,  as  it  is  now.  The  difficult — a  difficulty  enhanced  by  their  being  in  maiiu-  imnibers  for  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents.  G.  and  H. 
Jews  had  no  dealings  with  the  Samaritans,  publicans  script,  in.*tead  of  print.  VVe  did  all  we  could  in  the  - 

and  sinners — i.  e.  they  neither  gave  nor  received  gift.*  way  of  additional  premiums,  to  lessen  their  difficulties,  Prize  tale  by  Miss  Barkiv,  will  appear  in  two 

.  ,  .  ,  . .  .  WT  1  j  j  I-  .  .1.  I  weeks  from  to  day.  Some  circumstances  connected 

fiom  them.  Jesus  condemns  this  partiality.  IIo  asked  and  ensure  saiislaction  to  the  several  competitors.  publicS 

the  favor  of  a  cup  of  water  from  a  Samaritan  woman —  i  The  Essays  have  not  been  read,  but  a  decision  will  - - - - 


the  favor  of  a  cup  of  water  from  a  Samaritan  woman- 


The  Prize  tale  by  Miss  Barkiv,  will  appear  in  two 
weeks  from  to  day.  Some  circumstances  connected 
with  the  Printing  office,  prevent  its  earlier  publication. 


he  ate  and  drank  with  publicans  and  sinners — so  he  bo  had  on  them  also,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  per-  Cohresposdexts.  The  Prize  talcs  and  essays, 

would  have  all  give  to  every  man,  (i.  e.  without  regard  ^it.  We  trust  their  merits  will  bo  as  honorable  to  their  ""pptd  with  all  Seedrd/^ga^^^^^^^^ 
to  sect  or  condition)  any  favor  we  can  bestow  without  authors,  and  as  cieditable  to  our  denomination,  as  are  some  time.  But  a  few  sermons  and  lots  ofshort  articles 
injury  to  ourselves.  th®  tales — on  whose  tendency,  interest  and  literary  merit  are  sadly  wanted  to  vary  the  weekly  mental  feast  for  our 

But  he  does  not  exclude  cither  self-defence  or  self  wc  highly  felicitate  ourselves  and  our  readers,  with  no  readers.  Must  we  want  must  we  ask  in  vain  T  I  hope 

o  j  not  A  R 

preservation,  by  proper  means.  For  wo  are  to  do  to  small  degree  of  joy  and  pride  that  oui  efforts  as  publish-  ‘  _ _ _ 

others,  as  we  would  they  should  do  to  us— i.  e.  If  we  ers  have  been  the  means  of  eliciting  them  for  public  use.  Br.  Bazin— Please  send  the  “  Expositor, "if  published, 

were  indulging  in  practices  of  iniquity  and  injustice,  (all  For  all  we  may  publish,  is  free  to  the  use  of  our  breth-  to  the  following  addresses : — Geo.  1>.  Countryman,  Ed- 
of  which  are  necessarily  injurious  to  us,)  we  would  wish  I  ren  of  tho  press,  asking  only,  as  a  matter  of  right  and  Lind^y,  and  L.  C.  Browne,  Fort  Plain,  Montgo- 

to  be  reclaimed  Irom  them— and  even  if  reclaimed  by  ju-  of  courtesy,  that  they  will  make  known  the  source,  and  Herkimer  county,  and  Daniel  P.  Piper,  Paine’s  Hollow, 
dicious  and  well-meant  chastisements,  we  would  be  give  publicity  to  such  notices  relating  to  such  efforts,  as  same  county.  1  will  be  responsible  fur  the  above  sub- 
thankful  for  it.  Thus,  then,  we  must  do  to  others,  when  we  may  from  time  to  time  request  them  to  copy.  scriptions,  and  ende.nvor  to  remit  the  money  soon  after 

all  other  means  fail.  If  we  were  in  want,  wo  would  not  „  ...  .  *  ,  u  “'e  fi'™‘n““‘>er. 

wiih  thn«.  r.i;....  ij  .  ir  j-  .  .  P.  8.  SiTicc  penning  tho  above,  another  tale  has  Very  truly  yours,  L.  C.  Browsk. 

wish  those  to  relieve  us  who  could  not  afford  It — but  those  e  e  >  .  .  o  rn  i  i 

who  were  able.  Thus  wo  inii«i  do  with  others  ..We  ^®®“  received  from  a  lady  in  Ohio.  We  regret  that  it  Br.  Tompkins — We  can  supply  volume  7 — shall  we 


thankful  for  it.  Thus,  then,  we  must  do  to  others,  when  we  may  from  time  to  time  request  them  to  copy, 
all  other  means  fail.  If  we  were  in  want,  wc  would  not  „  a  «.  •  ..  .  .  i  u  I 

wi.hthose.orelievei.swhocouldnotaffordit-b,itlhose  .“>0  “hove,  another  tale  has] 


who  were  able.  Thus  wo  •nimi  do  with  others.  ..Wej  ^®®“  received  from  a  lady  in  Ohio.  We  regret  that  it  Br.  Toropkins- 
roust  not  impoverish  ourselves  to  enrich  otners,  but!  late.  But  as  soon  as  we  can  find  time  to  examine 


every  one  should  give  as  God  hath  prospered  him. 

A.  B.  G. 

PRIZE  TALES.  ' 

The  committee  to  whose  adjudication  were  submitted 


it,  we  will  communicaie  w„k  oi.d  make  known 

our  decision  in  respect  to  it.  G.  and  H. 

UN  I  VERSALIS  H, 


KEI.lCilOgJS  NOTICES. 

There  will  be  preaching  on  the  fifth  Sunday  insL,  by 
(r.  C.  B.  Brow.v  in  Palermo — Br.  J.Fostv.r  at  Cangh- 


PRIZE  TALES.  '  UNIVERSALISH  Br.  C.  B.  Brow.v  in  Palermo — Br.  J.  Fostrr  at  Cangh- 

The  committee  to  whose  adjudication  were  submitted  /„  Dunkirk.— Eaton  writes  us  that  our  cause  in  Onon^ga— Br!  S.*It  S>iiTH**in  flanlpto!!^^BV."M!  B. 
the  nine  tales  received,  on  examining  the  same  found  ,egio„  ^  onward,  and  th.at  public  confidence  is  be-  Smith  in  Columbus — Br.  Rounksvillk  iu  Lawyeis- 
them  to  embrace  such  a  variety  of  incidents,  characters  i„g  ^stored.  “  Much  interest  is  now  excited  v'lle-Br.  M.  B.  Smith  in  Cortland,  and  in  Homer  in 

and  arguments,  and  many  of  them  so  nearly  equal  in  ^  tho  country.  My  meetings  have  been  well  at- 

ground  of  then  decision,  that  they  almo.  t  despaired  of  |  rallying  point  in  this  section.  There  is  no  bv  Br.  Rouxsevillc  at  Middlofield  Centre— Br.  M.  B. 

pleasing  oven  themselves  by  any  decision  they  could  m  belonging  to  our  denomination;  but  I  Smith  at  Triixton,  and  iu  Tully  in  the  evening-Br. 

justice  offer.  From  tins  difficulty  they  were  partly  re-  ,  confident  there  will  be  one  erected  another  season.  f'y  ®'®®'‘>  ^ 


justice  offer.  From  Uiis  difficulty  they  were  partly  re-  ,  confident  there  will  be  one  erected  another  season.  ^ 

lieved  by  beingnuthorized  by  the  Publishers  of  the  Maga-  jf  present."  Br.  Eaton  is  seldom  mistaken  in  \  M  Yuni^^^^^ 

ziiie  and  Advocate  to  award  two  premiums  of  ten  dol-  u„,  u  r.™  ,„,i  H^nion- please  copy]. 

Uri  onrh  in  iiflrlitinr  In  thnae  iinmeH  in  thpir  niiKIip  '  matters.  Lct  but  the  friends,  how  evcr  few.  Zeal-  There  will  1)6  preaching  OH  the  secoud  Sunday  in  May 

_  ’  '  L  -II  L  m  ^  -  ouslyco-opergte  with  him,  and  he  will  gather  a  large  and  by  Br.  VV.  Martis  in  East  Martinsbiirg — Br.  Goiuiin 

offer.  CqiilJ  the  Publishers  pMsibly  h.ive  afforded  it  ^rgenized  society,  end  ensure  ihem  a  meeting-  Harpersfield  at  11  A.  M  [Uiiion-please  copy], 
they  would  have  placed  other  additional  premiums  at  the  house  witliin  a  year.  Vide,  Wolcott  and  Fulton.  Br.  W.  M  artis  will  preach  in  the  evenings  on  Wed- 


disposal  of  the  committee — especially  one  other  oftweii- 
ty  dollars,  which  it  is  believed  would  have  greatly  les- 


In  Oxford. — A  friend  in  Chenango  county  writes  ns, 


Br.  W.  Mahtix  will  preach  in  the  evenings  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  evening,  May  10th,  ill  Union  house,  Boonville — 
lltli,  Leyden — T2ih,  Collinsville — 15th,  Lowville — 16tb, 


sened  the  remairting  difficulties  of  the  committee.  They  "  Br.  Smith  s  sermon,  at  the  dedication  of  our  meet  Copenhagen  17tb,  Champion  IDth,  Antwerp, 
found  some  talcs  of  very  great  literary  merit— perhaps  ing'honso  in  Oxford,  has  given  a  new  impetus  to  our  A  Conference  of  Universalisis  will  be  held  in  Fair- 

even  greater  than  others  they  have  preferred  before  them  Slay  3d3lh!“”vfnisrriiigbrcThreYa«^^ 

— but  as  the  adaptation  of  the  tale  to  the  object  for  which  liinc,  v/hereos,  before  that,  he  was  fend. 

it  was  written  was  the  first  and  greatest  requisition — its  ®™pJoycd  there  but  one-fourth.  I  think  1  never  heard  ■  »  — *— -  -  ■'  ■■ 

Christian  spirit  and  feeling,  its  second  requisite— after  ‘*®  ‘*®“®''  occasion.”— Br,  Doo-  LETTERS  CONTAINING  REMm  ANCKS. 

which  followed  literary  merit,  etc.,  they  have  decided  ss  I'tlle,  backed  by  our  spirited  friends  in  that  beautifnl  vil-  Rtmtedatlhit  Office  siiicetke  jntMication  of  our  lest  fuftr- 

follows— a  division  in  which,  with  n  trifling  exception,  lag®,  has  proved  that  he  is  inappropriately  named.  VVe  u^^^^ 

if  any,  tliey  are  iiiiaiiimoiis.  hope  and  trust  he  will  continue  doing  irmcA,  the  grace  of  D-H  c.  Tuily.  for  A  s’,  J  w,  p  M.  G  w'w.  A  w’l..  w  8.  8  A 

.  ,  ..  .  Gild  pnihlinv  him  anil  A  W— Re».  I  B.  WiiHtnor.  (O.)  for  W  Mcl  *■<!  H  P— E  8,  Ot- 

The  premium  of  twenty  dollars  is  awarded  to  tho  tale  enaoimg  dub.  (Mich.)— P II.  Pcrrinion,  for  »oif.  J  P.  R  B  G.  p  w  V,  j  R, 

eniiUed  "  The  Stranger,”  by  Miss  Louisa  M.  Barker,  of  Pefry.— The  fiiends  here  have  employed  Br.  Abell  w‘c^*Th;r«.l7^^ 

Clinton.  '  tlie  whole  time,  and  are  said  to  be  highly  prosperous  and  c  W,  A  \V  ami  J  B— P  M.'GriawoM’*  Mill*,  for  M  G— o  F  p,  Sa. 


if  any,  tliey  are  iiiiaiiimoiis. 


hope  and  trust  he  will  continue  doing  much,  the  grace  of 


The  premium  of  twenty  dollars  is  awarded  to  tho  tale  enabling  him 


entitled  "  The  Stranger,”  by  Miss  Louisa  M.  Barker,  of  Pefry.— The  fi  iends  here  have  employed  Br.  Abell  ] 

Clinton.  '  tlte  whole  time,  and  are  said  to  be  highly  pros] 

Three  premiums  of  Ten  dollars  each  are  awarded  to  ““‘1®'^  his  judicious  and  zealous  labors 

the  following  tales — “  Good  for  Evil,”  by  Miss  Sarah  C.  fa  Leteiston. — Our  friends  here,  without 


lem,  (0-)  for  K  VV  mi.l  W  W— L  V,  EHirottviMr,  for  W  H,  A  8 
J  R.  J  II  an-l  O  S-A  A.  Piko,  for  rclf.  E  M,  J  G,  O  L,  D  V,  L  C 
J  W,A  P,M  LS.  I  M.S  E.  R  T  ami  R  MeF— A  R.  FraBklisviM*. 
for  8  B.  O  II  P,  N  C  and  .N  R— Rev.  W  B,  Corlland,  for  L  B,  L  B 


the  following  tales— ”  Good  for  Evil,”  by  Miss  Sarah C.  hi  Leteiston.— Our  friends  here,  without  a  pastor.  o  fl  P  NCand.NR— R*v  WB  CoTiiami^^Y*!?  ijf 

Edgarton.of  Shirley  village.  Mass. ;  "Guilford  Bostvvick,  have  commenced  and  nearly  finished  a  neat  and  commo-  a  P.T  j.  I  L  b’,  D  A  and  E  W— p  it,  PortaseviUe.'for  1 A  W,  t' 
or  the  pains  of  Guilt  and  power  of  Love,”  by  the  Author  dious  house  for  worship,  which  it  is  expected,  will  soon  C.  M'iinidar»bu^.\7l*!rforr^^^^^^  r! 

of  "Edward  and  Cornelia”;  and  "  Unlversalism  tho  be  ready  for  dedication.  They  deserve,  and  we  hope  Vnilejr.fPa.)— PM,  JohntoB’*  Creek— N  BB,  rhirafe,(lii)  for 
only  perfoct  system  of  Morality,  or  Father  B.  and  the  will  find  a  pastor  worthy  of  their  faith  and  zeal,  to  "  go  i^uflle.*^  G  e’.^8*h!  Nor%%u?(Miefc.>'fer"r*dr?ill^i  M*. 

Orphans,”  by  Rev.  T.  J.  Smith,  of  Bridgewater.  in  and  ont  before  them,”  and  "feed  them  with  know-  ^ 

rpu  '  •  c  /•  ..."  .  ,  .  ,  ,  V.  ..  »  „  ^  EM.  MBandGB— HLB,  MiUdleield,  (0.)for8B,JT,H,g 

Ihe  premium  of  a  free  subscnption  ta  the  Magazine  ledge  and  understanding.  A.  B.  G.  E  G,  R  E,  w  B  W  and  J  B. 
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r»r  Ike  M«catuM  ami  vacate* 

E  V  £  ff  I  N  U  . 

*T  Mfti.  ».  BtOUCHTOM. 


Tb«  hour  i*  lovely:  Bee  the  quiet  bram* 

Of  ailver  mooulighl,  iluuib'riiis  on  the  bank 
Of  create  1  suoar ;  like  tlie  awuct,  aeraph  amilo 
That  gilds  the  fall  of  infant  loveliness, 

When  death  has  pavsed  bis  icy  6ugers  o’er 
The  beauteons  brow,  awd  bade  the  eddying  whirl 
Of  life's  warm,  purple  rurreni  cease  to  play ! 

Boe  how  the  holy  stars,  like  diumouds  bright. 

Are  sparkling  on  the  pensive  brow  of  eve. 

.  From  the  fur  depths  of  azure,  their  soft  beams, 
la  quint  loveliness,  are  rtreaming  down 
To  brighten  up  the  gorgeous  fane  of  night. 

O,  who  can  stand  unmoved  beneath  the  vast 
Star  spanglad  arch,  aud  view  thove  brilliant  fires. 

That  since  creation’s  dawn  bat*  a  heel'd  along 
The  pi  tins  of  dazzling  ether,  auJ  not  feel 
His  soul  arise  on  adoration's  wing, 

To  scale  the  crystal  bstilcroents  of  lieaven ; 

And -join  the  white-robed  company,  that  stand 
Around  the  saphire  throne,  nnd  tune  their  songs 
To  Heaven’s  King,  and  strike  the  golden  lyres 
With  sounding  sweeps,  till  the  loud  echoes  ring 
Along  the  amaranth  bowers  and  oryital  streams. 

On  whose  fair  banks,  the  trees  of  endless  life 
Bloom  in  unfading  verdure  I  Lives  the  mat. 

Who  can  deny  the  being  of  a  God  ? 

Lot  him  go  out  beneath  the  canopy 

Of  the  bright  star-lit  heavens,  and  ask  his  soul,  I 

”  Whence  all  this  bright  array  of  tuns,  aud  spheres,  | 

That  throng  the  blue  cerulean  I"  Let  him  go 

To  the  eternal  mountains,  those  vast  piles 

That  rear  their  caatsllated  domes  on  high,  | 

And  o'er  the  vale*  in  gloomy  grandeur  frown. 

There,  while  the  foaming  cataract's  earthquake- voice 
Sends  up  its  ceaseless  anthem,  till  the  caves 
And  fissured  rock*  peal  back  the  solemn  roar. 

And  earth  seems  trembling  in  the  mighty  grasp 
Of  some  strong  giant  hand — there  let  him  bow 
Hi*  hunihle  soul,  and  own  creation’s  God! 

UATT.  Ill:  I4.-JOHN  I;  .;3. 

“  But  John  forbade  him. saying,  I  have  need  tube  baptized  of 
thee,  and  comest  thou  to  me  1”— “And  I  knrw  him  rot:  but  he 
that  sent  me  to  baptize  with  water,  the  tame  said  unto  me,  upou 
whom  thou  shalt  sen  the  Spirit  drareniling,  and  remaining  on  him, 
the  same  is  he  which  baptizetb  with  the  Holy  Ghost.” 

Tlie  fallowing  oelected  notes  &nd  accompanying  re¬ 
narks  by  Br.  L.  R.  I'aige,  are  taken  from  the  Trumpet 
of  the  4th  of  March.  By  an  inability  to  think  of  every 
thing  lit  the  proper  titnc,  thoir  iii.sertioii  in  our  columns 
has  been  delayed  until  now.  The  cstreiued  correspnu. 
dautto  wiiuin  Br.  Paige  refers,  will  probably  aiiswci  for 
kimsalf;  but  I  can  nut  n:)\v  refrairt  from  saying  that  I 
i(iuc!i  approve  of,  have  always  followed,  ntid  found  my 
eaperience  to  confirm  the  results  cf  the  excellciit  rule 
laid  down  by  Br.  Paige  iti  endciivoriiig  to  reroneile 
fsaasages  of  Scriplore..  And  with  this  remark,  I  invite 
tbe  attention  of  our  readers  to  what  follows. 

A.  B.  G. 

There  is  an  apparent  discrepancy  lietweeti  these  two 
passages,  which  has  occasioned  some  dillicnlty  lo  inter¬ 
preters.  It  appears  by  the  rontext,  that,  as  related  by 
Matthew,  John  declined  baptizing  Jesus,  and  desired  to 
he  baptized  by  him,  before  he  witnessed  tiie  descent  of  tlic 
Spirit,  which,  according  to  the  other  Evangelist,  was  the 
sign  by  which  he  knew  him  to  be  the  Messiah.  The 
difficulty  is  to  reconcile  the  two  accoiititji.  This  has 
been  attempted  in  two  different  woys,  either  of  which 
appears  reasonable,  and  sufficiently  removes  the  ap- 
pearunce  of  contradiction.  Other  methods  have  been 
proposed ;  but  these  strike  niy  mind  most  favorably.  I 
■hall  quote  otie  anlhority  of  each  kind. 

Campbei.i..  “This  has  been  thought  hy  some  not 
perfectly  consistent  with  wbat  Luke  acquaints  us  con- 
eerning  tbe  connexion  of  their  families,  and  particularly 
with  vvhat  we  are  told.  Matt,  iii :  11;  where  we  find, 
that  John,  when  Jesus  came  to  him  to  be  baptized,  mod¬ 
estly  declined  the  office,  and  freely  .ecknowledgcil  the 
euperiority  of  tbe  latter.  But  there  is  no  abeiirdity  iti  j 
supposing  that  this  wasinoolMcqi^ence  of  what  tlie  Bap¬ 
tist  knew  concertiiug  our  Lord’s  personal  character,  his 
Mperior  wisdom,  aud  sanctity.  Nay,  ha  might  have 
known  further,  that  he  was  a  prophet,  and  highly  honor- 
e4  of  God,  ami  yet  not  have  known  or  even  suspectad, 
dut  be  was  Ike  Meesiah,  till  the  descent  of  the  Holy 
€Hk«Bt  at  kit  kaptisnu  AO  that  is  affirmed  hue,  is  that 


till  this  evidence  was  given  him,  he  did  not  know  him  to  |  has’eonfirroed  my  opinion  dial  this  is  a  prudent  course, 
be  the  MeMiah.’’ — XUe  on  John  i:  33.  .Many  passages  which  I  formerly  could  not  uuderstand*. 

In  this  method  of  solution,  Rosenninllcr  and  others  "O'*  appear  plain ;  and  I  doubt  not  that  I  shall  hereafter 
concur.  I'liat  which  follows  is  preferred  by  Lightfoot  understand  many  things  which  now  appear  dark.  But 
Olid  others.  I  »t  a|l  evenU  let  me  live  and  die  in  the  belief  that  the 

Whitst.  “To  the  question  how  the  Baptist  knew  Scriptures  contaiii  a  true  record,  and  that  all  which  was 
him  to  be  the  CJiiist,  before  the  Spirit  descended  on  him,  written  by  the  sacred  writers  is  entitled  to  full 

it  is  answered  by  uluioct  all  the  coiiinienialors  on  die  |  tmplicil  ciedit.  Specially  in  cases  like  that  under 
Gospel  of  Sl  Matthew,  that  John  the  iiaptisi  being  a  pro-  |  c»nsi^ration,  where  diere  are  two  or  more  n  elhods  of 
pliet  tilled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  from  his  mother’s  womb.  |  “'oiding  contradictioD,  let  my  iig.it  hand  forget  ^  cum 
Liike  i :  15,  knew  by  the  afflatus  of  that  Holy  rfpirit,  that  <«lsehood  on 

he  who  then  came  to  him  was  the  person  on  whom  the  I  ®uy  portionof  the  aacred  record,  which  comes  to  us  duly 

Holy  (ihost  should  descend  so  pl'jniifnlly,  and  on  whom  “utnenticated.  _  L.  R.  P. 

he  should  abide,  that  he  might  impart  him  to  others,  such  Europcau  Correspondence  of  the  L’oited  State*  Gazette, 
mutter*  being  frequently  imparted  to  prophets,  by  an  I  CARDINAL  WOLSF.  V 

iiiiinediate  iiniiiialiun  ol  the  Holy  Spirit.  So  Simeon,  |  ,,  i  ,  r.  l 

beiiig  told  that  he  should  not  die  till  he  had  seen  the  Hampto;*,  England,  February,  1837. 

lAird’s  Christ,  Luke  ii:  ’id,  had  an  afflatus  declaring  to  i  ITte  great  attraction  here,  is  the  famous  Old  Court, 
him,  that  our  Lord  was  that  Christ.  So  .Anna  the  pro-  {  which  is  indeed  really  worth  coming  these  15  miles  out  of 
phetess,  being  one  of  them  that  expected  his  coining,  by  ■  London  to  see.  Let  me  remind  you  first  of  what  it  has 
a  like  afflatus,  avas  moved  to  apeak  of  him  as  the  proniis-  ,  been  in  other  days. 

ed  Messiah,  ver.  38.  [Here  1  Sam.  ix.  15-17,  is  referred  It  was  built,  yon  will  remember,  bv  Cardinal  Wolsey, 
to,  with  remarks.]  Tims  though  Moses  knew  before  I  who  began  it  in  1515,  at  the  height  of  his  grandeur:  and 
from  the  mouth  ot  God,  nnd  many  other  antecedent  evi-  i  what  that  grandeur  was,  especiully  for  a  private  subject, 
deuces,  that  he  was  by  him  designed  to  bring  his  peo-  1  three  centuries  ago,  and  under  theeye  loo  of  Henry  VIIL 
pie  out  of  Egypt,  yet  God  spake  tlius  to  him;— This  a  few  of  the  details  will  enable  you  to  judge.  History 
shall  be  a  sign  to  thee,  that  I  have  sent  thee,  when  thou  records  that  when  he  resided  here,  he  retained  not  less 
hast  brought  forth  the  people  nut  of  Egypt,  ye  shall  serve  than  eight  hundred  persons  in  his  suite.  Tbe  list  of  these 
God  upon  his  mountain.  Exodus  lii:  12.  In  a  word  ;  would  fill  my  sheet;  and  something  of  a  curiosity  it 
the  Baptist  being  to  pieacli,  when  he  baptized  '.vith  wa-  would  bo  to  a  lover  of  American  simplicity.  Take  lor  a 


narks.]  Tims  though  Moses  knew  belore  '  wno  oegaii  ii  in  loiD,  at  ineneignioi  nis  grandeur ;  and 
mthol  God,  nnd  many  other  antecedent  evi-  i  what  that  grandeur  was,  especially  for  a  private  subject, 
he  was  by  him  designed  la  bring  his  peo-  1  three  centuries  ago,  and  under  theeye  too  of  Henry  VIIL 
Egypt,  yet  God  spake  tlms  to  him; — This  j  a  few  of  the  details  will  enable  you  to  judge.  History 


ter,  that  another  should  baptize  them  with  the  Holy  j  specimen  twelve  doctors  and  chaplains  in  attendance  on 
Ghost,  God  tells  him  that  of  this  he  should  see  an  evi-  his  table: — not  to  mention  four  learned  counsellors— 
deuce,  by  the  visible  descent  of  the  Holy  GIiokI,  upon  him,  eight  grooms  of  his  chamber — “  fourteen  footmen,  gar- 
who  from  his  fulness  was  to  imparl  tliis  spirit  to  all  true  nished  with  rich  riding  coaU”— four  minstrels — and  nine 
believers;  and  when  our  Saviour  came  lo  be  baptized,  or  ten  Lords,  with  each  their  several  servants ; — aiidyeo- 
]  tells  him  again,  this  was  iliat  very  person."— Note  on  men,  cooks,  pastry  cooks,  clerks,  carveis,  cup-bearers, 
.Matt,  iii  :'14.  ushers  and  pages  without  end  ;  thirteen  of  tbe  latter  in 

...  the  laundry  alone.  WhenWolscyatHenry’seommand, 

1  erhaps  the  idea  convey^  in  a  portion  of  this  note  is  received  tiU  French  Embassy  at  the  Treaty  of  the  Tri- 

1  more  clearly  expressed  by  Light  foot  thus :  Union, -eight  of  the  noblest  French  blood,  with 

“The  sign  which  was  given  him,  [John  the  Baptist,]  |  retinues  in  proportion, — two  hundred  and  eighty  beds 
when  he  began  to  bupti'ze,  ‘  On  wliouisoever  thou  slialt  '  were  provided  for  Uie  guests;  and  furnished  in  princely 
sec  the  Holy  Ghost  de.seerid,’  etc.,  was  not  given  him  for  j  style,  with  basins,  ewers,  candle-sticks,  etc-,  of  solid  sit 
his  first  knowledge  of  Cliri.-t,  blit  for  the  confirmation  of  !  ver  to  every  room.  lean  the  more  easily  believe  tbia 
that  knowledge  that  he  had  of  liini  before;  and  for  his  i  account  since  I  have  walked  through  the  pgikce,  which  ia 
nsstiranee  and  confidence  to  point  him  out  unto  the  '  no  mean  journey  for  half  a  day ^ — Whi  ^e  are  eigh- 
people.  _  .And  such  a  one  was  the  sign  given  to  Moses;  1  teen  rooms— hails  rather — devoted  rewn  Jwie  arts  alone-. 
Exodus  iii:  12;  not  for  kis  first  insiriiclion,  that  he  was  1' |n  Chanril>«»- fora thou- 

sent  by  God,  but  for  his  coiifiniiutioii  in  that  nung  upon  th^ walls,  which  are  nearly 

was  before  iimti  ucted  :  nor  ilia'  e":**--.  *"“5"  i  high,  like  most  of  the  others.  Some  of  them 

self  as  for  the  people.  ' — Harm.  Evan.  Mult  iii:  14.  are  still  longer;  the  hall  of  Cartoons  of  Raphael  I  should 
I  do  not  lake  it  npon  myself  to  decide  which  of  the  **7  u**!^*"  *  hundred  feet.  American  inMting-houae* 
foregoing  interpretations  is  most  correct.  It  is  sufficient  might  be  stuck  m  here,  if  the  roofs  were  oft  by  the  dozen, 
for  my  present  purpose  that  neither  is  absurd ;  and  that  hj  ‘®'d  hy  a 

either  is  sufficient  to  remove  all  apparent  difficulty  in  ;;gentleman  wholivesnearby.tbatonethouMndlwohun- 
regard  to  the  two  passages  under  consideration.  ||  dr^  chamberi  can  be  well  hUed  up  for  guests.  Wolsey 

I  Aly  mind  was  led  to  this  subject,  by  a  remark  in  the  '  must  have  used  as  inaiiv.  Indeed,  under  the  roy^ 

Magazine  and  Advocate,”  February  10. 1837.  A  wri-  ;  “‘end®*!.  ^  •» '»  understood,  to  rather  decayed 

'  i  ter,  fi.r  who-e  opinion  on  many  points  1  have  much  re  I,  candidates  for  it,  who  may  be  called  the  shabby-genteel, 

1  spect,  speaks  of  the  “  irreconcilability”  of  these  two  pas-  '  famdus  of  that  description  are  at  this  moment 

*  '  sajre®  He  llien  nays _  largely  accommodated  within  the  walls  of  the  palace:— 

I  .  *  ,  .J  -I  A?  .1 A  .A  A  ^  servants  and  whole  establi!4hmcnts  included,  of  coum. 

[  “By  cousulting  Doddridge  yon  wil  find  two  attempts  ,•  j  ^ 

, ,  at  reconcihalion  of  which  1  presume  neither  will  prove  J  ,  ,  melancholy  sense  of  solitude.  What  a 

!!  satisfactory.  Ol  all  the  solutions  of  the  difficiiliy  of  magnificence  this,  ffir  a  subject  of  Henry  VIIL- 

which  I  have  either  thought  or  heard  this  appears  the  wonde^he  King  w.-w  jealous,  and  the  Cardinal  ruin- 

j  most  probable  :-As  Matthew  did  not  tliend  our  I^rd  although  when  the  former  significantly  asked  him 

till  long  alter  ll.is  transaction,  it  is  most  likely  that  he  ho  wis  building  his  pelace  for,  with  all  a  courtier’a 

,  wa.s  mismiormud.  skill  he  answered,  “  for  yonr  rmyes/jf’s  accrplance,”  and. 

I  The  evident  meaning  of  this,  when  divested  of  all  made  him  a  present  of  it  on  the  spot !  It  was  a  compli- 
gloss,  is  lUat  .Matthew  lias  stated  irhat  is  not  true,  being  ment  worthy  of  Wolsey,  but  it  did  not  .save  him.  It  did 

’  I  wrongly  iiiforiiied  on  the  subject:  and  thus  the  contra-  notaccure  him  even  the  burial  of  his  body  according  to  the 

*  I  diction  i.s  removed.  I  very  much  regret  to  see  airy  one  wishes  of  his  death-bed.  The  magnificent  surcopkagua 

'  adopt  siicb  a  smiiHialy  melliod  of  leaping  over  apperent  ,  which  he  provided  with  that  view,  has  recently,  after  a 

*  ditficukics :  and  esjiecurlly  do  I  regret  to  ace  such  a  mctli-  long  period  of  ebsciirity,  been  appropriated  to  the, Tomb 

*  od  adopted  by  tire  writer  fnnn  whom  I  have  quoted.—  i  ofNeWn  in  Uiecellar  of  St  Paiirs.  What  a  lesson  to  hi»- 

*  I  Wiiat  reliance  can  wc  place  on  the  Scriptnres.Al  we  sup-  man  vanity !  And  yet  not  the  first  from  the  same  text: 


od  adopted  by  tire  writer  fnnn  whom  I  have  quoted.—  I  ofNelson  in  Uiecellar  of  St  Paiifs.  What  a  lesson  to  hi»- 
Wiiat  reliance  can  we  place  on  the  Scriptiires.Al  we  sup-  man  vanity !  And  yet  not  the  first  from  the  same  text: 
pose  tb  it  tiiesacredwiiterswere  not  guided  by  the  spirit,  i  for  more  liian  aceiitnry  ago,  wlien  George  the  First  ro¬ 
ut  least  so  far  as  lo  prevent  them  from  lestilyiiig  falsely  7  I  «idcd  here,lhe  great  h.ill,  which  he  fitted  up  for  a  theatre,. 
Such  a  course  appears  tome  lo  involve  a  denial  oi'every  I  xvas  opened  with  “  Henry  VIII,  or  the  fall  o/WoUepl" 
thin.g  and  any  thing  which  can  be  called  inspiration.  I  |  — » 
am  unwilling  to  believe  such  was  the  design  of  the  wii-  .  mui?  afsrsimKri.'  a  a  r-kxrrvrs  a  rni? 

ter  in  the  “  Magazine  and  Advocate.”  But  I  confess  I  THE  MAGAZINE  AND  ADVOCATE 
know  not  ill  wbat  other  manner  to  interpret  his  language.  |  PUBLISHED  EVERY  FRIDAY, 

It  seems  to  me  that  a  “  more  excellent  way”  to  Iw  pur-  ,  Ih,  B.  Ctroah  and  O.  Hatrhiaaaa. 

sued  in  difficult  cases,  is  this.  When  I  find  two  passa-  Terns. — To  Mail  and  Office  siibsciibcrs,  at  $1.90  per 


I  ges  seemingly  inconsistent  with  each  other,  nrcontnidie-  annum, t«  advance,  or  within  thru  months;  $2.00  if  not 
I  torv  I  use  due  diligence  in  endeavoring  to  reconcile  them,  paid  within  three  rrionths ;  or  $*2.50,  if  not  paid  trithin  ths 
j  If  1  fai',  I  consult  such  writers  as  arc  within  my  reach.  '  year.  No  subscription  received  for  less  than  one  year, 

I  if  I  still  fail,  I  resolve  to  wait  patiently,  till  more  exten-  unless  the  money  is  paid  in  advance ;  cud  no  paper  dia 
{sive  reading  or  nioie  mature  reflection  shall  enable  continued  till  all  arrearages  arc  paid,  except  at  the  discre 
:  me  to  niidorslaiid  the  matter  more  clearly.  In  no  tion  of  the  Pnblishera.  Agents  or  Comi'aiiiea,  paying 
I  ca.se  do  I  allow  myself  to  imagine  that  an  Evangelist  has  for  e^kl  copies,  will  be  allowed  the  Nti!tAcc]iygre(if ,'  and 
testified  falsely,  even  hy  reason  of  wrong  iiiformation.  so  in  proportioii  for  a  larger  number.  All  communin 
I  choose  rather  to  attribute  all  doubt  to  niy  own  short-  tiona  by  mail,  must  be  post  paid,  or  free.  O' To 
sighlediiess  and  imperfect  knowledge,  than  lo  question  anbiicrmera,  who  receive  their  papers  carrier,  92.W 
the  veracity  of  the  sacred  writers,  and  the  truth  of  their  per  aunan,  payable  m  adtmtes,  or  $3.00,  if  qot  paiA 
nco(4-  Add  aoiue  dozen  or  fifteen  years  czperiance  ffia  Mnr^ 
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